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AUSTRALIANS CAN BE CONFIDENT IN HEALTH RESPONSE 
TO SWINE FLU

Australians can be confident that the national response to swine flu (H1N1) has been appropriate and well judged, according to the Public Health Association of Australia (PHAA). 

PHAA President Professor Mike Daube said, “Australia’s public health systems have performed well in their approach to swine flu. The response to this new virus has been early, appropriate and well-judged.  It has shown the strengths of our national approach, with effective national coordination based on advice from leading international experts.”

“Health authorities are always at risk of either under- or over-reacting to new diseases. They were right to be cautious at the start, and their judgement to move now to the new PROTECT phase is timely.”

“Australian health authorities responded very quickly to national and international developments. They have been speedy, open and clear in their communications to the public and professionals. There has been good coordination through the Australian Health Protection Committee and the National Pandemic Emergency Committee. There has also been strong leadership and a well-judged balance between good information and preventing panic.”

“The virus is new and developing, and on the basis of what we now know it is right to move the focus to the groups believed to be most at risk. 

“It is also important to distinguish between the normal seasonal flu and this new virus, which is a moderate strain with a range of effects, primarily affecting younger people, and those with conditions such as asthma, diabetes and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. The WHO “pandemic alert” is based on geographic grounds, not severity. Nonetheless, there can be no cause for complacency with either swine flu or seasonal flu. The pandemic clearly has some way to go and we must continue to review and learn from experience. We cannot at this stage predict how many Australians will be affected, and it is vital that the current national coordinating and monitoring effort is maintained.”

“In this case, Australians can be confident that one of the best health systems in the world has responded well and appropriately, and that as much as possible is being done to inform, alert and protect the health of the public.”
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