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ALCOPOPS: CAN POLITICIANS STAND UP TO BIG BUSINESS?
Further effective action on alcohol could be delayed for years

The Public Health Association of Australia (PHAA) has warned of the serious consequences for preventing ill health if the alcopops legislation fails to pass the Senate. 
President of the PHAA, Professor Mike Daube, said “History shows that governments have been reluctant to take on powerful industries even when community health is at risk.  It took years for governments to take on the tobacco industry, even with early faltering steps, although the evidence of damage to the community was overwhelming. If they lose to the Distillers on closing this simple tax loophole, further effective action on alcohol could be delayed for years”.
“We are gravely worried that if the tax fails in the Senate, this and future governments will be very unlikely to take on the drinks industry again for years on this or any other issues. Hundreds of millions of dollars that might have gone into prevention will also simply not be available,” he added. “This must not happen”.

PHAA CEO, Michael Moore said, “The Government should be supported for taking a range of actions on binge drinking, including closing the loophole on the tax exemption for alcopops.”

“All the community health groups that appeared before the Senate Inquiry were unanimous in their view that the tax loophole should be closed.”
“The health groups were also unanimous in supporting and encouraging the government to ensure that they continue developing and implementing a comprehensive policy to bring about changes to behaviour around the use of alcohol.”

“This is not a short term issue, and it is important that the government does not fail in its first attempt to take on the alcohol industry at a time when the there is so much concern about the health and social consequences of alcohol.  The Distillers have appeared before the Senate Committee with shoddy justifications to protect their tax exemption.  Unfortunately, this exemption is provided to sweet, sugary alcopops which hide the taste of the alcohol and are are clearly targeted at young people who are unaccustomed to drinking”.

Professor Daube added: “A win for the Distillers would be a major loss for public health.  We urge all Senators to send out a clear signal that protecting kids and funding prevention are more important than the interests of the Distillers.” 
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