PHAA Injury SIG Workshop

Recommendations

Injuries are preventable. Injuries remain the leading cause of death for Australian’s under the age of 44. Injury Prevention is a National Health Priority Area.  Australia has three injury prevention and safety promotion plans endorsed by the Australian Health Ministers:

The National Injury Prevention and Safety Promotion Plan, 2004–2014

The National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Safety Promotion Plan, 2004–2014

The National Falls Prevention for Older People Plan: 2004 and onwards
The Public Health Association of Australia Injury Prevention SIG in conjunction with colleagues at the Australian Injury Prevention Network and the Safe, Sufficient and Sustainable Mobility Consortium recommend the urgent adoption of the following priority actions:
· Reaffirm injury prevention as a Health Priority area for the Australian government
· The Prime Minister and Health Minister affirm the status of injury prevention as a national Health Priority Area and provide appropriate departmental support
· Allocate responsibility and resources for the implementation of all three national injury prevention plans endorsed by Australian Health Ministers
· Inclusion of Injury Prevention and Safety Promotion in the Preventative Health Agency as a standalone key priority area
· Adopt an ‘injury prevention across all portfolios’ position in recognition of the cross cutting nature of injury prevention and safety promotion
· In recognition of Australia’s ageing population, affirm that the safety and mobility of older Australians is a priority issue for many different portfolio areas (e.g. Health, Transport and Infrastructure)
· Commission the Productivity Commission to provide an economic impact assessment of injury morbidity and mortality in Australia
· Provide support for injury prevention and safety promotion education and training, and workforce development.
