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Minutes of Special Interest Group

Annual General Meeting

Health Promotion Special Interest Group
Tuesday October 19 at 10 am WST/1pm EST via teleconference.
1. Welcome 

Present: Peter Howat (chair), Colleen Smyth, Jo Walker, Helen Nikolas (minutes), Helen Ashwell (unable to connect), Julie Edwards               

Apologies: from Solanger Frost, Trish Travers, Petra Begnell, Peter Sainsbury, Ginny Monteiro, Richard Franklin, Sansnee Jirojwong, Mary Tehan, Phillipa Farrell and Maiy Azize.                   

Some difficulties in connecting with HA and CS joined half way through
2. Minutes of previous AGM. 
Acceptance moved by HN/seconded by PH 

3. Presentation of Annual Report
Annual report was distributed prior to meeting. PH reviewed highlights. 

Preventive Health Task Force – important for Public Health in Australia. New Labor Government has a commitment to see it through. PH has discussed with Mike Daube and the work should be moving again soon.
Communication - supported national and state level

Health Policy – policies were updated and  

PH thanked experts who assisted. ACTION: members to let PH know if they are interested in assisting with policy updates this year.

Advocacy – involved at state and national level

Scholarships – provided 2 of $600 each to well deserving applicants

Joint HP and Injury SIG workshop at PHAA conference in Adelaide Sept 2010 – well attended and well organised. ACTION: PH will ask RF to provide update for committee

PH thanked each committee member for their contribution and stressed that all input is valuable. He said  that it was important to keep the HP SIG alive. PH thanked HN for taking minutes at meetings.
4. Presentation of Financial Report
 Canberra office emails updates monthly to convenors. HPSIG had $13,480 in Aug 2010, which is good. Since then we have spent $1200 on scholarships, up to $1,000 on joint workshop at conference and some on teleconference leaving approximately $11,000. ACTION: PH asked members to let him know of any ideas how to spend the funds to the benefit of HPSIG members

5. Election of Officers
Co-Convenor – Peter Howat.  PH stressed that he has had this role for over 4 years and would like to hand over.  
National Committee – members agreeing to continue are Helen Nikolas, Helen Ashwell, Julie Edwards, Maiy Azize, Richard Franklin (also Injury SIG), Sansnee Jirojwong, Mary Tehan and Phillipa Farrell. New members, Jo Walker, Ginny Monteiro and Colleen Smyth. 

Moved by PH/second by JE and accepted
PH noted there is no size limit on the committee. Role was reviewed.
The role of the committee members includes: 

· Attend a few teleconference meetings each year. 

· Opportunity to 

· assist revising PHAA Policy documents

· develop new policies, with external assistance eg this year sustainable population
· be involved in advocacy eg letters to politicians, range of activities and some members have more opportunity
· develop special projects (  e.g. in recent years we  were  involved  with the national Health Promotion competencies projects;  the PHAA Obesity document, eg Sustainable Population policy and advocacy had an overwhelming response )

· be involved with the annual PHAA conference workshops, or support other SIGs
· Make decisions about expenditure of funds e.g.  Travel scholarships  for the Annual Conference

· Assist with a new awards scheme for HP SIG members (sub-committee of PH, HN, CS)
· Liaise  with  other professional associations eg AHPA, IUHPE, Epidemiology and others
6. Priorities / Work plan for 2010/2011
Communication

A few teleconferences, emails and PHAA conference if attended

Health Policy

Update any new policies on the list. PH will circulate and ask for volunteers or for known experts to be approached to assist. Currently no new policy ideas. 

Advocacy

Continue to support National office and members work at local level eg letters. Priorities: sustainable population; alcohol; obesity; Indigenous health; tobacco. 
PH wrote article on sustainable population for Issues magazine and will be updated and a footnote added to remove refugee issues to reduce misinterpretation.  May be submitted to another journal e.g. ANZJPH
PH asked for any other issues from members: JW raised complex issues with farmers crossing areas of drought, mental health, environment and health promotion from her recent project involvement looking at “landscape health”. HN suggested she circulate a summary and suggested that this may be good topic for 2011 SIG workshop across Health Promotion, Environment, Mental Health and Injury. ACTION: JW to send PH a paragraph to be circulated to members as a start. ACTION: members to email PH with any other priority areas.
Liaise with other Associations
State PHAA branches, AHPA, IHUPE SW Pacific Regional Committee, eg PH liaise with Andrew Jones-Roberts form AHPA re HP competencies. Work in spirit of cooperation and collaboration not competition and confrontation.

Liaise with National office

Continue, Monthly SIG convenor teleconference, emails from Michael Moore

Travel scholarships to PHAA conference

Continue to provide 2 scholarships up to total of $2,000, amount depending on location of conference and location of applicant.

PHAA national conference

Provide or support a SIG workshop. ACTION: PH will notify members of location of 2011 conference (Brisbane) 
7. Other Business

Awards to recognize PHAA members and provide incentive for professionals to join PHAA. PH shared WA guidelines with HN and can be adapted to suit HP SIG. Amount of $100 each toward PHAA membership fee. Adds substance to SIG and will assist to support and recruit members.
1) Early career HP award – new to public health within 10 years (5 years as in WA guidelines felt to be too short) 

2) Individual award for substantial contribution to HP (National or State) and contribution to PHAA over a long period (minimum 2 years).

3) Investigate conference poster or presentation (dependant on someone from HP SIG attending  to assess and present)  

Sub-committee of PH, HN and CS  
Process and notification similar to travel scholarships in time for annual conference.

8. Member roundtable

JE – physical health and mental illness, related homelessness. ACTION: JE to circulate information on City of Sydney committee
JW – project “landscape health” as mentioned

HN – annual arts and health conference in Melbourne 15-18 Nov and Australia Council grant submission for 3 years funding for arts and health in community health setting

CS – NSW Health (new to role) HIV, HepC and drug users. Came from background working with Hep C

PH  stressed all input is valuable, even if members only contact is at teleconference e.g. assist with decision making.
HN thanked PH on behalf of members for his consistent and valuable contribution to the SIG over the years

9. Next Meeting

 - Committee Meeting by teleconference – Tues 15th Feb 2011 9am WST and 12 noon EDST
