WHSIG activity for the financial year 1 July 2008 to 30 June 2009
The last half of 2008 had a large focus on abortion, with the Abortion Law Reform Act passed in the Victorian Parliament in October.  Many pro-choice stakeholders, including the WHSIG lobbied MPs for many months prior to and during the Parliamentary debate.  The passing of this Act was significant not only for Victoria, but for many other jurisdictions whose Criminal Codes refer back to the old Menhennit ruling on the relative risk of terminating vs continuing the pregnancy.  The removal of this antiquated condition sets a precedent which other states have already started advocating towards.  There was also some movement at the national level to threaten Medicare funding to second trimester abortion, but thankfully this did not succeed.  

Another significant achievement after many years of lobbying by many groups, was the removal of restrictions on Family Planning funding through AusAid, which means that AusAid funded services can now provide information and advice on abortion where previously they could not, leaving women to seek dangerous ‘backyard’ abortions.  The WHSIG supported colleagues in the Australian Reproductive Health Alliance (ARHA) who worked tirelessly on this issue.  The WHSIG congratulated ARHA and the Federal Government on this long overdue initiative.  
We continued to advocate for a national sexual and reproductive health strategy, with articles published in various online media and Angela, Rhonda and Jenny invited to speak with advisors to the Victorian Health and Women’s Affairs ministers about the idea of a comprehensive strategy for Victoria.  

This year has also seen the Federal Government is reintroducing a National Women’s Health Policy – WHSIG members with a long background in women’s health provided valuable input to the PHAA submission on this.  

Other submissions to which the SIG has provided input included:  Productivity Commission on Paid Parental Leave (WHSIG is delighted that Australia now has PPL), NHHRC consultations, the Preventative Health Taskforce and endorsing of the WomenSpeak submission to the National Human Rights Consultation.  

The SIG has continued to be a part of WomenSpeak, a national network of women’s organizations providing advice to and a forum for consultation with Government.   The WHSIG has also, with national office, issued media releases and made comment on a number of topical issues related to women’s health. We thank Melanie Walker and all at national office for their excellent leadership and support provided to the SIG’s 2009 advocacy work.
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