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20 February 2009

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives

Standing Committee on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs

PO Box 6021

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Inquiry into community stores in remote Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities
The PHAA is a national organisation comprising around 1500 individual members and representing over 40 professional groups concerned to promote health at a population level.  This includes, but goes beyond the treatment of individuals to encompass health promotion, prevention of disease and disability, recovery and rehabilitation, and disability support.  This framework, together with attention to the social, economic and environmental determinants of health, provides particular relevance to, and expertly informs the Association’s role.

The PHAA welcomes the opportunity to provide a submission to the inquiry into community stores in remote Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities.

Accompanying this letter is the joint PHAA and Dietitians Association of Australia (DAA) Food Security for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People’s policy that was adopted by each organisation late in 2008 and launched on the 13th January 2009.  The need for urgent action in this area is a major reason for the joint policy statement by the two organisations.

The attached policy is most relevant for the first and third terms of reference of this inquiry.  The first term of reference is related to the food supply, quality, cost and competition issues in remote community stores.  Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in remote areas are more likely to be food insecure.  There is good evidence that the variety and availability of nutritious foods like fruit and vegetables is generally much poorer in remote community stores and the costs of nutritious foods are much higher.    
The PHAA calls for a whole of government approach to resolve and sustain improvements to food supply issues in community stores in remote Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities.  There is a need to create an environment where community stores primary aim is providing nutritious, safe and affordable food for communities in conjunction.  The PHAA urges the inquiry to consider taxation and subsidy incentives that will improve the equity in the food supply in remote community stores.  There is a need for ongoing measurement of the availability, quality and cost of nutritious foods in remote community stores via a national food and nutrition monitoring system.

The third term of reference is the impact of these factors on the health and economic outcomes of communities.  The PHAA believes that a lack of access to a nutritious diet (or food insecurity) contributes to poorer health and shorter life expectancy among Australian and Torres Strait Islander people.  PHAA calls for ongoing measurement of health status, growth and nutrition indicators.

The PHAA would be happy to discuss any issues arising from this submission and/or to provide further evidence.

Yours sincerely
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Michael Moore

Chief Executive Officer

Public Health Association of Australia

20 Napier Close Deakin ACT Australia, 2600 – PO Box 319 Curtin ACT Australia 2605

T (02) 6285 2373      F (02) 6282 5438      E phaa@phaa.net.au      W www.phaa.net.au

