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Male lung cancer death rates per 100,000 are today as low as they were in 1963
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Death rates for COPD in men now as low as they were in late 1950s
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Bob, let’s 
talk about 

health 
research that 
influenced 

you as 
Premier 



The first editorial triage

• is this research answering a question that 

lots of people, and particularly key people 

able to change policy, are actually asking 

or might be interested in? 



Sir Richard Peto, Oxford 

• 523 papers on Web 

of Science

• 86,705 citations

• H index = 112

• 4942 cites in 2009







Proportion of all papers with 1 or zero citations

Journal& total 

papers

0 citations 1 Citation >1 citation

Tobacco 

Control (1406)

484 (34%) 180 (13%) 742 (53%)

Addiction

(5028)

1821 (36%) 540 (11%) 2667 (53%)

Nicotine & 

Tobacco 

Research

(605)

212 (35%) 102(17%) 553 (48%)



Barriers & facilitatory factors:use of 

research in policy-making
• No personal contact between 

researchers & policy makers
(11/24)

• Lack of timeliness & 
relevance (9/24)

• Mutual distrust (perceived 
political naivety of 
scientists; scientific naivety 
of policy-makers) (8/24)

• Power & budget conflicts 
(7/24)

• Poor quality research (6/24)

• Political instability, high 
turnover of policy staff (5/24)

• Personal contact between 
researchers & policy makers
(13/24)

• Timeliness & relevance
(13/24)

• Inclusion of summary & 
recommendations (11/24)

• Good quality research (6/24)

• Community pressure (4/24)

• Effectiveness data (3/24)



News all day





Under counter sales
• Now • In law in 4 states





Policy change: classic factors

• arrival of political leadership supportive of 

change; 

• windows of opportunity in political calendars 

such as early term reforms;

• energetic policy entrepreneurs/advocates; 

• ability of advocates to associate change with 

dominant community values, so that failure to 

adopt policy is interpreted by the electorate as a 

failure to champion such values.  



Two committed ministers

Frank Sartor Verity Firth



Corporate Pied Pipers



Pharmaceuticals vs Tobacco





“Politics is ... largely about 

the problem of multiple                           

definitions of the same events."



Policy nurturing research
• “Case making papers” : epidemiology, causal pathways; mortality, morbidity, 

human and economic costs; public support for action

• “We’re doing well” or “We need to catch up” papers: International, national 
comparisons with potential to embarrass governments

• Agenda setting papers: new breakthroughs, innovations and imaginative 
new policies.

• “Do more of” papers: evaluation research that supports present policy and 
practice, making policy-makers look good

• “Do less of/stop altogether” or “Emperor’s New Clothes” papers:
particularly if these reverse policies of previous governments or save lots of 
money 

• “Law of unintended effects” papers: surprise bonuses that add extra 
support to taking action

• “Turning myths on their heads” papers: new ways of seeing that “freshen” 
interest in phenomena which may have gone stale

• “Opposition discrediting” papers: research that reveals heinous vested 
interests, values and conduct of those who stand in the way of policy reform –
such as the tobacco or fast food industries.



It’s better to be 

looked over, 

than over-

looked


