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Oral Health Alliance welcomes principle – seeks detail
Members of the National Oral Health Alliance have welcomed this week’s commitment by the ALP and the Greens to further action on oral care.

Dr Cassandra Goldie, ACOSS CEO, said it would be very important news for people on low incomes to have the next Federal Budget include further targeted investment on oral health. “Whoever forms the next government should commit to improving timely access to dental services - beginning with people on health care and low income health cards,” she said.

"Public dental care was a major gap in the election policies of both major parties,” said Prue Power, Executive Director of the Australian Healthcare and Hospitals Association.

The National Oral Health Alliance (NOHA) has called for a package of measures, including attention to the provision of timely and affordable dental treatment and the oral health workforce. 
Oral health in rural and remote Australia is especially poorly served, with serious shortages of dentists and other oral health professionals.  NOHA supports the phasing in over 5-10 years of a Foundation year for new dental and oral health graduates as policy, infrastructure and professional mentoring and support are developed.  Incentives such as scholarships for rural students and HECS debt reductions for rural practice should also be introduced and scaled for remoteness.
The NOHA believes that a well-planned and accountable national oral health care system is essential for improving equity and overall health in Australia. “We are .delighted by the commitment, but we need to see the detail,” said Michael Moore, CEO of the Public Health Association of Australia.

NOHA supports the establishment by the Commonwealth of an Advisory Panel on Oral Health to bolster the Government’s national leadership on the matter.  There should be a detailed implementation plan and annual acccountabilty against that plan. 
These proposals would immediately improve access to dental services while increasing investment in oral health and emphasising prevention in the longer term.

An improved oral health system will contribute to greater equity overall in Australia’s health system.

The National Oral Health Alliance comprises community, dental and health organisations who are seeking solutions to the poor access to oral services and the poor oral health outcomes experienced by many Australians.  

Further information:
ACOSS - Tessa Boyd-Caine, 0419 626 155



AHHA - Prue Power  0417 419 857




ADOHTA. - Julie Satur 0438 776 046

 


AHCRA - Tony McBride 0407 531 468

www.oralhealth.asn.au
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