PHAA NT meeting July 2010

Opened 17:15

Present Michael Fonda, Clive Rosewarne, Rosalie Schultz (chair; minutes) 

Teleconference number = 1800 501 250, then *504530*

Apologies

Peter Tait, Liz Moore, Bruce Simmons, Kaylene Prince

No minutes from previous meetings

1. Alcohol issues – no discussion

2. Nuclear industry

a. ANFA (Australian Nuclear Free Alliance) national meeting Alice Springs August 13-14th (unless Federal election is called). 

PHAA has been invited. Suggest we limit our attendance so that Aboriginal people are not overwhelmed. Clive and Michael both to attend. Need people who are effective communicators about health aspects of the nuclear industry. Mining, waste and possibly nuclear medicine are key issues for PHAA people to be skilled at explaining

Funding – not clear how much PHAA can offer, agreed that we should at least pay enough to cover expenses associated with our people who attend. ANFA has funding from Poulla foundation

b. Nuclear policy proposal- Clive has submitted a draft new PHAA Nuclear Industry Policy which will be voted upon at the national conference in September. Amendments to this policy can still be made and this will soon be opened for discussion by email. Michael has also recently written the backbone for a position statement from PHAA and MAPW on Nuclear Medicine and to a smaller extent the uranium industry in general (and perhaps also with a minor focus on radioisotopes in smoke detectors. Electrical Trades Union NT/Qld branch is considering taking action on this).  It is too late for PHAA to adopt this position statement this year but PHAA can make a conference policy statement on it. This would help inform the Nuclear Medicine campaign over the coming months.
Other issues discussed:– waste –  possibility of Australian paying for other countries to continue to store waste. Justin Tutty will be lobbying for NT govt to take this position to Commonwealth, as this avoids the prospect of a nuclear waste dump anywhere in Australia.

ANFA meeting will inform further discussions about positions on nuclear issues from Aboriginal and environmental perspectives

Nuclear medicine – discussed role of unnecessary and inappropriate use of nuclear medicine for diagnosis; this is more commonplace than use of nuclear medicine for treatment. Reports are available of overuse and risks of nuclear medicine and also CTs, leading to radiation exposure for uncertain benefit.

c. Nuclear free campaign position in Darwin 2 days/ week.  Health is an important campaign issue. 

d. Doctors Environment Australia stance on nuclear issues – Michael to investigate

e. Students for sustainable futures  good opportunity to engage students in nuclear and health issues. ? July – Clive to contact Natalie

3. Road safety – Alice Springs Town Council meeting Monday 12th July PHAA deputation for 50km/h speed limit in Alice Springs was on agenda. No feedback

4. Aboriginal health – no discussion

5. Public and Environmental Act review – Rosalie’s draft submission discussed. Suggested for further strengthening of current threats to health, including mining and resource extraction, Darwin Harbour and pollution; transport including speed limits; transparency of processes in relation to environmental issues; these impact on health. Complaints should be in writing for accountability of both complainant and department; however no formal requirements. Department should be able to assist people to put their complaint in writing – assistance should be provided by independent person. Rosalie to do more work and circulate prior to submission date
Meeting closed 18:25

Next meeting Tuesday 11th August – Clive to chair 

