Food and Nutrition Special Interest Group

Annual Report (Sept 2009 to Sept 2010)

SIG Convenors- Andrea Begley and Dr Christina Pollard
Once again it has been a successful and busy year for FANSIG.  The membership has grown to 320 members just before renewals were due for 2010-2011.  A major achievement for this year was the inaugural Public Health Nutrition conference “Food Futures” held in Canberra in 2010.
Policy Review

Promoting Healthy Weight- The Prevention & Management of Overweight & Obesity in Australia- thanks to Assoc Prof Kylie Ball for taking the lead on this policy update.

Genetically Modified Foods Policy- thanks to Dr Judy Carmen for taking the lead on this policy update.

Health Claims on Food- thanks to Assoc Prof Mark Lawrence for providing substantial input into this policy revision.

Submissions & Advocacy
The following are the submission prepared by FANSIG for PHAA;

Review of Food Labelling Law & Policy (Initial Submission) 20th November 2009

Dietary Guidelines Review (NHMRC) 16th December 2009

Consultation on Total & Foundation Diets: A New Food Guidance System for Australia  (NHMRC) 10th May 2010

Review of Food Labelling Law & Policy (Second Submission) 14th May 2010

Nutrient Reference Values in the Australian New Zealand Food Standards Code- Potential Revision. FSANZ   30th July 2010
Conferences

The first dedicated Public Health Nutrition conference “Food Futures: An Australian Approach” organized by PHAA occurred in Canberra in April 2010.  It was great to see so many members and new members at this inaugural conference discussing the broader issues regarding the need for a national food and nutrition policy. A very big thanks to Assoc Prof Heather Yeatman who spent tireless hours organising the conference content and giving such a fantastic presentation on “Community- as a driver for change”. FANSIG executive committee members who also formed part of the scientific committee for this conference were Christina Pollard and Mark Lawrence.
FANSIG in conjunction with Food Standards Australia and New Zealand (FSANZ) has planned a National Conference Workshop The Role of Food Regulation for Public Health Nutrition on Sunday 26th September 2010 before the National PHAA conference.
