What the Copenhagen Accord commits to
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 2009, Report of the Conference of the Parties on its fifteenth session, held in Copenhagen from 7 to 19 December 2009
http://unfccc.int/home/items/5262.php (3/4/2010)

Despite the negative pronouncements from media about the outcome of the Conference of the Parties in Copenhagen in December last, in the climate change community at the Australian National University there has been some expressions of quiet optimism. Without being binding, commitment to serious action has been made. I briefly summarise the Accord here.

The 12 Key Clauses
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1.  … strong political will to urgently combat climate change in accordance with the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities. To achieve the ultimate objective of the Convention to stabilize greenhouse gas concentration in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system, we shall, recognizing the scientific view that the increase in global temperature should be below 2 degrees Celsius.
2. deep cuts in global emissions are required according to science, … achieving the peaking of global and national emissions as soon as possible, … bearing in mind that social and economic development and poverty eradication are the first and overriding priorities of developing countries …
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3. [In the light of the need for] Adaptation to the adverse effects of climate change … We agree that developed countries shall provide adequate, predictable and sustainable financial resources, technology and capacity-building to support the implementation of adaptation action in developing countries.
4. … commit to implement individually or jointly the quantified economy wide

emissions targets for 2020 … further strengthen the emissions reductions ... Delivery of reductions and financing by developed countries will be measured, reported and verified in accordance with existing and any further guidelines adopted by the Conference of the Parties, and will ensure that accounting of such targets and finance is rigorous, robust and transparent.
5. Non-Annex I Parties to the Convention will implement mitigation actions … in the context of sustainable development. Least developed countries and small island developing States may undertake actions voluntarily. … actions will be subject to international measurement, reporting and verification in accordance with guidelines
6. immediate establishment of a mechanism including REDD-plus
7. We decide to pursue various approaches, including opportunities to use markets, to enhance the cost-effectiveness of, and to promote mitigation actions. Developing countries, especially those with low emitting economies should be provided incentives to continue to develop on a low emission pathway. 
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8. … to provide new and additional resources, including forestry and investments through international institutions, approaching USD 30 billion for the period 2010–2012 with balanced allocation between adaptation and mitigation … developed countries commit to a goal of mobilizing jointly USD 100 billion dollars a year by 2020 … with a governance structure providing for equal representation of developed and developing countries. A significant portion of such funding should flow through the Copenhagen Green Climate Fund.
9. … a High Level Panel will be established under the guidance of and accountable to the Conference of the Parties to study the contribution [of financing]

10. We decide that the Copenhagen Green Climate Fund shall be established as an operating entity of the financial mechanism of the Convention to support [financing]
11. … establish a Technology Mechanism to accelerate technology development and transfer …
12. We call for an assessment of the implementation of this Accord to be completed by 2015 … This would include consideration of strengthening the long-term goal referencing various matters presented by the science, including in relation to temperature rises of 1.5 degrees Celsius.
The chapeau of the Copenhagen Accord lists the following Parties agreeing to the Accord:* 

Albania, Algeria, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bangladesh, Belarus, Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Cambodia, Canada, Central African Republic, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Côte d'Ivoire, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Denmark, Djibouti, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, European Union, Fiji, Finland, France, Gabon, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guinea, Guyana, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kiribati, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Latvia, Lesotho, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxemburg, Madagascar, Malawi, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Marshall Islands, Mauritania, Mexico, Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Palau, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Rwanda, Samoa, San Marino, Senegal, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Swaziland, Switzerland, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, Uruguay, Zambia. 

Since the issuance of the report of the COP on its fifteenth session, the secretariat has received communications from the following Parties expressing their intention to be listed as agreeing to the Accord: 

Chad, Gambia. 

[up to march 2010]
*Some Parties listed above stated in their communications to the secretariat specific understandings on the nature of the Accord and related matters, based on which they have agreed to be listed here.

