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23rd March 2010

A letter from Dr Jackie Street, President, Public Health Association SA Branch

This letter is to update our members of the past and future activities of the Public Health Association in South Australia. 

SA Population Health Conference: In October 2009, we again took the lead role in hosting the annual SA Population Health Conference with co-hosts, AHPA, AFPHM, AEA, University of Adelaide, Flinders University and University of South Australia and with financial support from SA Health. The 2009 conference was entitled ‘Challenges and Successes in Public Health’ and emphasised the problems and rewards of working with vulnerable populations. This yearly conference provides an opportunity for students and early career researchers in public health to showcase their work and it was pleasing to see more participation in the past two years from researchers outside the academic institutions. When the conference is held next in 2011 we will be actively lobbying senior academics to attend to contribute to the discussions and support the work of their students (See report and evaluation of the conference on our website).
2010 National Conference: The branch executive is currently planning the 2010 National Conference which will be in Adelaide 27th-29th September 2010. Our commitment to this and the close proximity to any potential date for a state conference means that we will not be hosting a State Population Health Conference this year. We recognise that the state conference is an opportunity for student and early career researchers to showcase their work and is a valuable networking opportunity. We hope that many of you will be able to present your work and/or attend the National Conference. We will be advertising scholarships to attend the conference later in the year (see below).  In addition, there will be a networking opportunity at the World Cafe career development evening which will be held on 12 May 2010. 
In 2009-10 we held the following events:

February 2009: ‘How to make money and improve your sex life’: Everyday applications of health literacy. This very popular seminar had speakers and a panel discussion which explored issues relevant to health literacy, and was organised with the Health Literacy Alliance. 

April 2009: ‘Consuming interests’: How can public health compete with the marketing of unhealthy products?  This seminar had speakers which provided perspectives from marketing, law and sociology, and a case study of an unhealthy product. It was concerned with the ways in which unhealthy products are marketed and sold, and the implications for public health. 

June 2009: Annual General Meeting Our AGM was held in June at the British Hotel in North Adelaide. The new Executive committee was confirmed at the AGM. The Basil Hetzel Award for leadership in Public Health was presented to Peter Baghurst.

September 2009: Health reform: Is it good for your health? This meeting brought together representatives from three of the major health reform taskforces and Dr David Panter from SA Health to talk about the impact of the proposed changes in the SA context. 
October 2009: Current Public Health Issues in East Timor: This meeting was held in conjunction with Insight and the Discipline of Public Health, The University of Adelaide. Dr 

Richie Gun, a leading public health exponent in SA for more than 20 years, talked to us about his recent experience working as a GP in remote areas of East Timor.

Mentoring Program: In addition to the events we sponsored a mentoring program with AHPA for young public health researchers and practitioners in 2008 and 2009. This program links early career public health researchers and practitioners with more established public health professionals for professional development. Twelve early career researchers were mentored in the 2008-09 period and nineteen are currently being mentored. Due to the overwhelming numbers this year there were some challenges in finding the number of mentors resulting in the program being delayed. We hope to streamline the program in 2010 to avoid these issues.

Scholarships: The branch sponsored two student PHAA members to attend the National PHAA conference in Brisbane in 2008 and two for the National PHAA conference in Canberra in 2009. We also provided one open scholarship for a public health professional to attend the Justice Health conference in Melbourne in April 2009. We have a plethora of conferences relevant to public health taking place in Adelaide this year. Watch out for student scholarships to attend the Australasian Association of Bioethics and Health Law Conference (1-4th July 2010) and National Immunisation Conference (17-19th August 2010) and Indigenous and student scholarships for the National PHAA conference (September 27th-29th 2010). 

Public recognition awards: The PHAA recognises public health and primary health care leaders and their contribution to these fields of endeavour. In 2009 the SACHA Primary Health Care Practice award was awarded to Bronwyn Venning. The 2009 Basil Hetzel award for an outstanding contribution to the field of public health in South Australia was awarded to Peter Baghurst.  We also provide a prize for an outstanding student contribution to public health research through the Kerry Kirke Student Award which went to Joanne Dollard in 2009. 

We are always interested in hearing from our members regarding particular issues that they would like to see addressed or suggestions for seminars or meetings which we might organise or co-host. We are also always looking for new members for the executive committee. If you are interested in joining us in promoting public health in South Australia please contact me for a chat. No experience required – we provide the training. This is a great way of networking and learning about how public health and public health policy works in South Australia. 
Dr. Jackie Street, PhD

President

PHAA SA Branch
Anticipated events and activities in the coming year
National Conference 27th-29th September 

Indigenous Opening Ceremony 
3 Indigenous scholarships to attend National Conference 

2 Student scholarships to attend National Conference 
1 Student scholarship to attend Australasian Association of Bioethics and Health Law, 1-4th July 2010 
1 Student scholarship to attend the National Immunisation Conference, 17-19th August 2010 
World cafe career development evening 12th May 2010
Evening seminar with Ghanaian human rights activist, Nana Oye Lithur 12th April 2010

Annual General meeting

The Basil Hetzel Prize

The Kerry Kirke Student Award

The SACHA Primary Health Care Practitioner Award

Supporting the SA Refugee Network 

Mentoring program (2010) – projected date of launch July 2010
