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Summary of questions from the consultation paper to guide your response:

1. What is your understanding of the current intent of Part 2.9 – Special Purpose Foods?

(p.6).

2. Please comment on the adequacy of the current Australian and New Zealand regulatory

system to identify and appropriately regulate special purpose foods (p.7).

3. Is the proposed definition of Special Purpose Foods adequate to capture those foods or

groups of foods you consider to be special purpose foods? Why or why not? What

refinement, if any, would you suggest? (p.8)

4. Should the policy guidance require the special purpose of the food to be stated and

articulated clearly by the manufacturer including reasons why the particular dietary

requirement cannot be met by the normal diet? (p8)

5. Please comment on specific trans-Tasman requirements, current provisions and their

implications on the intent of Part 2.9 – Special Purpose Foods (p.8).

6. Please comment on the impact of international regulatory approaches and the impact of

the regulation of Special Purpose Foods under the Code (p.9).

7. Are you aware of any particular issues with the current labelling of special purpose

foods? How could these be addressed? (p.9)

8. Can you identify what would be particular instances where access controls to special

purpose foods should be considered? If so, how? (p.9)

9. If you believe there should be access controls, what sort of controls should these be and

at what point would these controls be applied? (p.9)

10. Can you identify any particular issues with the advertising/marketing of special purpose

foods? Can you suggest any approaches to address these issues? (p.9)

11. Please comment on any issues in relation to the intent of Part 2.9 - Special Purpose

Foods and any relevant policy guidance. (p.10)

12. Please comment on any issues in relation to maintaining clarity and consistent risk-based

regulatory decisions at the food-medicine interface. (p.10).

13. Are there any foods that you think should not be considered as Special Purpose Foods?

If so, why? (p.10)

14. Can you identify any additional issues for public health, consumers, industry and

government relating to Special Purpose Foods? (p.10)

15. Which policy option do you prefer and what are your reasons for this preference? (p.15)

16. Please provide any examples, and data if available, of the risks, benefits and costs that

might arise as a consequence of the policy options explored in this paper (p.15).

17. Are there any other comments you would like to make about the issues discussed in this

paper? Please describe your reasons for raising them and offer solutions where possible.

(p.15)

18. Additional Comments:

Comments should be provided by Monday 2 March 2009 to:

Australia

Submissions – Intent of Part 2.9 – Special

Purpose Foods

C/- Food Regulation Secretariat

PO Box 4

WODEN ACT 2606

Or email to:

foodregulationsecretariat@health.gov.au

Or fax to: (02) 6289 5100

New Zealand

Submissions – Intent of Part 2.9 – Special

Purpose Foods

C/- Ursula Egan

Joint Food Standards Group

New Zealand Food Safety Authority

PO Box 2835

WELLINGTON

Or email to:

foodstds@nzfsa.govt.nz

Or fax to: (04) 894 2583

Would you like to receive future information about food regulatory issues? If so, please indicate

your main areas of interest and detail your e-mail address here: Main area of interest – food standards.  Email address – mwalker@phaa.net.au 
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