Public Health Association of Australia, Oral Health Special Interest Group (OHSIG), 
AGM Minutes

Telephone conference 18 November 2010, 8pm EST.
Attendees:  Bruce Simmons (Convenor), Andrea de Silva-Sanigorski, Lexi Zander, John Rogers, Chris Morris (up to item 4), and Solange Frost (up to item 4).
Apologies: Leonie Short, Lynn Keyworth, Claire Phelan, Rachel Tham and  Julie Satur
1. Acceptance of minutes of 2009 AGM

Moved: John Rogers
Seconded: Chris Morris

Passed

2. OHSIG Annual Report

Bruce spoke to the 2009-10 annual report that had been circulated. Reporting is against the five key strategies from the PHAA 2007-10 Strategic Plan: improve advocacy; increase PHAA’s profile; increase membership; leverage off the ANZ Journal of Public Health; and align the structure of PHAA to its strategic plan.

Bruce noted that the oral health workshop that was held before the September PHAA conference in Adelaide was successful in highlighting advocacy issues. A letter from PHAA has been sent to Nicola Roxon, asking that an oral health panel be established to develop national oral health initiatives. A request has been made for two PHAA representatives to sit on the panel. Bruce is to follow up with Chris Picton, from Nicola Roxon’s office. Bruce advised that the updated oral health policy was adopted at the conference and is available on the PHAA website. A conference motion was also passed as per Attachment 1.  

Bruce noted that the OHSIG has 94 members, the same number as last year. 

3. Financial Report

Bruce stated that the balance of funds in September 2010 was $1407.17.

Acceptance of the annual report and the financial report.

Moved: Chris Morris

Seconded: John Rogers

Passed

4. Election of officers for the OHSIG Committee

After all positions were declared vacant, Bruce Simmons and Andrea de Silva-Sanigorski nominated as joint conveners. As there were no other nominations, they were elected with enthusiastic acclaim.  

The following existing state and territory representatives have agreed to continue –

Leonie Short – Queensland

Julie Satur – Victoria
Chris Morris – SA

Linda Slack-Smith – WA

Bruce Simmons – NT

As there were no other nominations from these jurisdictions the above were elected.

Lexi Zander nominated as the NSW representative and was elected unopposed.

Chris Morris agreed to follow up possibilities for a Tasmanian representative.

Claire Phelan who has been the NSW representative has decided to step down from the role. Bruce thanked her for long standing contribution. 
5. Oral health significant priorities and work plan
The PHAA central office is encouraging each SIG to develop a work plan for their activities. The following proposals were raised - 

1. Open up communication with OHSIG student members

Lexi agreed to explore ways to increase contact with student members. One suggestion was that support could be offered for one or two students to attend, and possibly present, at the PHAA annual conference. Support could be in the form of paying for registration.
2. 2011 PHAA conference

The conference is to be held in Brisbane in late September 2011. Andrea is to determine the dates and to see if there is a clash with the meeting of the International Association for Dental Research (IADR). This year these events clashed, thus reducing the number of oral health papers submitted for the PHAA conference.

3. Regular newsletters

Andrea agreed to coordinate production of a regular newsletter. Possible dates for 3 editions would be February, May and August 2011. Alternatives dates could be February, August and November. Suggestions for content included:
· Advocacy action

· Policy context/Politics watch

· Conference news

· From the states and territories

· Emerging research

4. Teleconference

It was suggested that at least one teleconference be held annually in addition to the AGM. Skype was proposed as a cheaper alternative to teleconfencing via Telstra.
PHAA office has proposed that SIGs develop a 2011 workplan. It was agreed that John would develop a draft workplan that would be circulated to OHSIG members for comment. See attachment.
The AGM was declared closed at approximately 9pm.

Attachment 1
PHAA 40th annual conference resolution, Adelaide, September 2010

Resolution proposed by Bruce Simmons on behalf of Oral Health SIG

Title: Action from government on oral health care

Summary justification:

· Oral health is essential for general health and wellbeing,

· Minister Roxon has `invited stakeholders `to come to the table

· Given current progressive positions on oral health care, the political climate

is good for reform but government’s record is very poor on both policy and

funding for oral health.

· PHAA/OHSIG can and should be a key player.

Resolution:

This conference resolves:

For the PHAA to continue to demand action from government until fair,

equitable prevention - focused oral health services (including treatment)

are accessible by all Australians.

Attachment 2
PHAA Oral Health Special Interest Group (OHSIG) 2011 draft workplan
	Activities

	Who
	When

	1.Advocate  

· as per PHAA Oral Health Policy*
· for REPAIR strategy in association with the      National Oral Health Alliance**
· for a national oral health advisory panel


	Bruce Simmons

Michael Moore and PHAA office

Any volunteers?
	Opportunistically

	2. Communicate with student members

- offer support for attendance at PHAA annual conference


	Lexi Zander
	

	3. Produce a regular OHSIG newsletter

- 3 editions for 2011
	Andrea de Silva-Sanigorski
	February

May?

August



	4. Encourage oral health presentations at PHAA annual conference in Brisbane 


	Andrea (via newsletter)
	September 2011

	5. Run an OHSIG workshop prior to PHAA annual conference


	Any volunteers?
	September 2011


* From PHAA Oral Health Policy. PHAA will –
1. Continue its advocacy for government policies which promote equitable oral health outcomes for all Australians and as appropriate contribute to the work of the National Oral Health Alliance.
2.  Identify key opportunities and barriers to incentive schemes for other health professional groups to build their workforces in public services and rural and remote areas in order to inform future oral health workforce policy.
3. . Request that the Australasian Council of Dental Schools (ACODS) provide advice on the adequacy and appropriateness of, firstly, Commonwealth funded tertiary places, and secondly, the academic workforce needed to meet oral health workforce requirements over the next two decades.
4.  Lobby all State and Territory Health Ministers to -

· Provide water fluoridation to all communities of 1000 or more population by 2015.

· Identify and implement strategies to create a more flexible and multi-skilled oral health workforce.

5. Lobby for the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare’s Dental Statistics and Research Unit (DSRU) to provide information on fluoride access to populations over 1000 in each state and territory on their website and update it biennially for easy reference.
6.  Lobby all State and Territory Oral Health Managers to review current data collection processes and identify opportunities to enhance data systems nationally.
7.  The Oral Health Special Interest Group (OHSIG) and PHAA will explore and identify other PHAA Special Interest Groups and policies with which the OHSIG might develop strategic links and develop shared policy statements and linked resolutions.

** National Oral Health Alliance members:  Australian Dental and Oral Health Therapists Association, Australian Healthcare Reform Alliance, Australian Dental Association, Australian Healthcare and Hospitals Association, Australian Nurses Federation, ARCPOH, Brotherhood of St Laurence, Dental Hygienists Association of Australia, Health Issues Centre, National Rural Health Alliance, PHAA.
Liaison with national office

A PHAA workshop for SIG convenors and Branch Presidents is to be held in Canberra on 18th and 19th February 2011 to discuss how to support special interest groups and further the PHAA 2011-2013 Strategic Plan. Bruce will attend for the OHSIG. 
