PHAA Oral Health SIG .....  “TIMES” No 8    -     29th March 09
Welcome to the first TIMES for 2009.  Hope that 2009 is going well for you.

If the TIMES is new to you, welcome also to our SIG! The Times is the main means I use as the OHSIG Convenor to communicate with members on happenings in the public oral health world. I’ve been a bit slow off the mark in 2009. In 2008 we had TIMES Nos 1-7.
INVITATION TO ALL

An open invitation goes to all SIG members to contact me at any time about anything you think our members or I might like to hear about or consider. I truly appreciate receiving ideas and feedback and the more contributors we have the stronger we’ll become. An award goes to John Rogers for not only coming up with many suggestions but also following through on them. Thanks John!
Do feel free to email the TIMES on to anyone you think might be interested in it and do encourage others to join us in the SIG. 
OHSIG MEMBERSHIP
We currently have 71 members, which is very encouraging. One hundred would be to dream the impossible dream?  Quite a few members are students who probably aren’t in dentistry or oral health courses - but if you are a student who is, please let me know as we’d love to celebrate you. If you’re a student member but not studying in the oral health area, we’re also celebrating you and your interest, particularly in this new era of multidisciplinary primary health care!

Welcome to those members who have joined in the past few months. I know of: Stuart Gordon from Bourke, NSW; Ms Najmah Najmah from Melbourne; Miss Jenna Flower from Moonee Ponds, Vic; Ms Lydia Deutscher from Kedron, Qld;  Zhengmei Chen from Kogarah, NSW; Miss Kathleen Delley from Thornbury, Vic; Emma McGann from Brisbane; Sumalathaa Krishnamoorthy from St Mary’s, NSW; Emma Frean from Hawthorn, Vic. 
UPDATING THE PHAA ‘ORAL HEALTH’ POLICY

The PHAA has many policies which SIGs regularly update as required for ratification by PHAA members at the annual PHAA Conference. Ratified policies are placed on the PHAA website and form the basis for PHAA advocacy when appropriate. Our SIG has responsibility for the PHAA ‘ORAL HEALTH’ policy and with all the changes occurring or proposed in the health system it’s overdue for an update even though it’s less than two years old.  

Rachel Tham and John Rogers are keen to commence the review process and to make it as collaborative as possible. If you would like to participate in the initial development stage please email me back and I’ll connect everyone up. I’ll leave it to Rachel and John to fine tune the process but I’m sure that everyone will have opportunities to comment on draft/s as they develop. We need to have the final draft in time for presentation to the PHAA Conference in Canberra from 27-30 Sept, but earlier would be better. 
There is a real practical advantage to the SIG in having an up-to date Oral Health policy. It’s a handy reference for members and it also enables us to take action in key policy areas through the independence of the PHAA.
 PHAA 39th Annual Conference. “MAKING A DIFFERENCE Intervening to improve health outcomes” 28 - 30 September 2009
There always seems a good turnout of public oral health presenters and delegates at PHAA Conferences and here’s hoping that Canberra will be at least as successful as last year’s Congress in Brisbane.
Scientific abstracts need to be submitted by 1st April. Best go straight to the PHAA website if you are thinking about presenting or putting in a poster. I’m sure that all past presenters will confirm that those of us at the Conferences with an oral health background are always highly appreciative and supportive of those people who provide us with the opportunity to hear about their valuable research.
The organisers of the scientific program are calling for abstract reviewers in oral health.  We have three volunteers but if you are interested please let me know your contact details and I’ll pass them on. 
OHSIG/PHAA  ADVOCACY

1. Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) “Application A588 – Voluntary Addition of Fluoride to Packaged Water.

In late December the PHAA  submitted to Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) a document supporting the voluntary addition of fluoride to bottled water. Thanks to Kaye Roberts-Thomson and John Rogers for their work on the submission. The ADA and the Dieticians Association of Australia also supported the proposal.

We’re still awaiting FSANZ’s decision. The PHAA Secretariat is following it up.

2. Submission to the National Health and Hospitals Reform Commission (NHHRC)
The PHAA has submitted our response to the six reform proposals for ‘Improving oral health and access to dental care’ contained in the NHHRC Interim Report “A HEALTHIER FUTURE FOR ALL AUSTRALIANS’..

John Rogers and Meredith Kefford did a wonderful job drafting the submission which was then circulated to OHSIG members for comment. We received positive feedback and suggestions which were incorporated into the final submission. I felt that it was an excellent outcome and a good process. Thanks to those OHSIG contributors. The PHAA Executive was very pleased to be able to make the submission to the NHHRC.  We’ll put it on our OHSIG website and welcome further comments.
3. REFORMING HEALTH PROFESSIONS’ EDUCATION
Our NHHRC submission includes considerable emphasis on the need to change the culture of dental service delivery to align with the NHHRC’s 15 principles of health care system design.
Over the years I have spoken with quite a few OHSIG members about a new vision of personalised dental care and more recently I’ve listened excitedly to many advocates in primary health care delivering a similar message of personalised, health focussed, multidisciplinary primary health care. All of us recognise though, the seemingly insurmountable challenges to changing our health professionals’ long-standing expert driven bio-model model of service provision.  In an attempt to address the challenges I have prepared a one-page paper on a vision for reforming and integrating the education of all health professions.  I may be entirely dreaming but hopefully some might find my proposals thought provoking and perhaps a guide to some future advocacy by our OHSIG or the PHAA. The Submission is on the PHAA Oral Health SIG webpage, see link http://www.phaa.net.au/oralHealth.php
4. CONSULTATION ON DEVELOPING NATIONAL STANDARDS IN DENTISTRY 
This is a project on which we haven’t made progress . It’s STILL probably not too late to contribute if anyone’s interested. As I say in my paper, I believe that the skills of person and population centred care need to come to the fore in both undergraduate and continuing education.

To remind you of the background to this, the Presidents and Registrars of the Dental Boards of Australia and New Zealand agreed late last year to develop national standards in dentistry for consideration by the Dental Board of Australia when it is established. Consequently, the Boards, in collaboration with the Australian Dental Council, are taking the

lead to co-ordinate the development of these standards.”  The consultation paper can be obtained from http://www.dentprac.vic.gov.au. Please contact me if you are interested in developing a submission.
That’s it for now but there’s bound to be much to report and reflect on over the next month or two. Til then,

Good cheer
Bruce Simmons   Oral Health SIG Convenor 
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