
MSIC welcomes government’s decision to remove trial status
15 September 2010           

Medical Director of the Sydney Medically Supervised Injecting Centre (MSIC) Dr. Marianne Jauncey and Executive Director of UnitingCare Reverend Harry Herbert today welcomed the state government's decision to remove the trial status of the injecting centre.

“After nearly 10 years of successful operation the staff at the Centre and all at UnitingCare are delighted that this important health facility will be maintained as an integral part of the health system in New South Wales,” Reverend Herbert said.

“The decision to take the centre, which is funded from the proceeds of crime, off trial status is a win for common sense and great news for injecting drug users who use the centre on a daily basis,” Rev Herbert said.
Dr Jauncey said that the Centre sees particularly vulnerable people who are often homeless and mentally ill, and brings them in contact with the health system. It’s also clear that the Centre saves peoples lives – so we’re very pleased with today’s decision. While MSIC is just one part of a complex system of treatment for injecting drug users it is nonetheless a vital one.

“The Centre has reduced call outs to the NSW Ambulance Service to the local Kings Cross area by 80%.
“Since the MSIC was established in May 2001 it has treated more than 3500 overdoses without a single fatality,” Dr Jauncey said.
“More than 8500 referrals to health and social welfare services have been made, with more than half of these to services that specialise in the treatment of drug addiction.

“The MSIC also pays for some of the most marginalised drug users who cannot afford it to be admitted to drug treatment and rehabilitation clinics from its own funds.

“The announcement to remove the MSIC’s trial status  by the government is timely given that this month’s NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research Report (BOCSAR) revealed that crime rates have actually fallen in the Kings Cross area since MSIC was established,” Dr. Jauncey said.
“In the nearly 10 years of operation there have been more than 600,000 supervised visits at the centre.

“On average 200 injecting episodes occur at MSIC each day. 
“While we would all like to see a society without drug use or drug addiction the sad reality is otherwise. The most marginalised members of our society still need our help. 
“With the certainty now that MSIC is no longer a trial our team of counsellors and nursing staff will always be on hand to refer these people with entrenched drug addictions to other health services.

Dr Jauncey said the MSIC had been independently evaluated during the last 10 years on multiple occasions. Some of the independent organisations include the National Drug and Alcohol Research Centre, the National Centre in HIV Epidemiology and Clinical Research and most recently KPMG. There have also been independent economic analyses completed as well as multiple reports from the NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research– all which have been overwhelmingly positive.
The Centre has the full support of: 

ACON – AIDS Council of NSW
Alcohol and other Drugs Council of Australia (ADCA)

Ambulance Service of New South Wales

Australasian Chapter of Addiction Medicine (AChAM)

Australasian College for Emergency Medicine (ACEM)

Australasian Faculty of Public Health Medicine (AFPHM)

Australasian Professional Society on Alcohol and other Drugs (APSAD)

Australasian Society of HIV Medicine (ASHM)

Australian Drug Foundation (ADF)

Australian Federation of AIDS Organisations (AFAO)

Australian Medical Association NSW

Australian Parliamentary Group for Drug Law Reform

Baptist Inner City Ministries

City of Sydney Council

Come In Youth Resource Centre

Director of Public Prosecutions (NSW) Nicholas Cowdery AM QC

Drug and Alcohol Nurses Australasia (DANA)

Family Drug Support

General Practice NSW

Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria

Hepatitis NSW

Inner City Legal Centre

Inner City Youth at Risk Project 

International AIDS Society

International Harm Reduction Association

Metropolitan Community Church

Mission Australia

N.S.W. Nurses’ Association

National Centre for Education on Training and Addiction (NCETA)

National Centre in HIV Epidemiology & Clinical Research (NCHECR)

National Centre in HIV Social Research (NCHSR)

National Drug and Alcohol Research Centre (NDARC)

National Drug Research Institute (NDRI)

Network of Alcohol and Other Drug Agencies (NADA)

New South Wales Police Force

NSW Health

NSW Users’ and AIDS Association (NUAA)

Positive Life NSW

Public Health Association Australia – NSW branch
Royal Australasian College of Physicians

Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Psychiatrists

Royal Australian College of General Practitioners

Sydney School of Public Health, University of Sydney

Sisters of Charity Health Services

Social Workers in AIDS (SWAIDS)

St Canice’s Church, Kings Cross

St John’s Anglican Church, Darlinghurst

St Vincent’s Hospital Alcohol and Drug Services

Ted Noffs Foundation

UN AIDS

Wayside Chapel

Young Lawyers NSW

 See attached Fact Sheet.   

Media contact Patrick Kennedy 0408206773.
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