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20 Napier Close Deakin ACT Australia, 2600 – PO Box 319 Curtin ACT Australia 2605

Hon Nicola Roxon MP





Nicola.Roxon.MP@aph.gov.au
Minister for Health and Ageing

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600


17 November 2010

Dear Minister,

We write at the request of the Australia’s leading population health organisations, the Population Health Congress partners, to congratulate you on the successful passage of the Australian National Preventive Health Agency Bill 2010. 

We are delighted to have an Agency that will provide leadership in Australia’s fight against preventable diseases through campaigns targeting issues such as obesity, tobacco and alcohol. We know that strong preventive action can over time prevent the early deaths of literally hundreds of thousands of Australians and much ill health from diseases such as cancer, cardiovascular disease and diabetes that add yet further pressures to our health care system.

The Population Health Congress partners recognise the importance of the Agency in developing the prevention health agenda and providing a platform for further action. 

Your efforts and the efforts of those who supported the legislation through the House of Representatives and the Senate will make a huge difference to the health of Australians.  If we can simply stabilise trends in overweight and obesity – simply halting the increase – we can prevent the premature deaths of 500,000 Australians by the year 2050. Tobacco still kills more than 15,000 Australians each year; and there is rising community concern about problems caused by alcohol, especially among young people.

Our organisations recognise the efforts that you have made not only with regard to this Agency but with other actions, for example the outstanding international and national leadership you have shown on the issue of tobacco. We congratulate you on the historic contributions the Agency and related measures will make to prevention in Australia.

Yours sincerely
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Professor Mike Daube 




Michael Moore




Congress Chair





Congress Secretariat

On behalf of AEA, AFPHM, AHPA and PHAA
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