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Dear Member of Parliament 
 
We write to you today representing professional medical, reproductive and 
public health organisations, universities and service providers across 
Queensland. 
 
The recent Cairns court case and verdict confirm the Queensland abortion law 
under which the couple was charged is out of date, and out of step with public 
and expert opinion.  
 
We are deeply concerned that Queensland doctors still risk prosecution under 
Queensland’s Criminal Code of 1899 if they perform or procure a termination 
of pregnancy.  
 
As it stands, Queensland’s laws are unclear; so long as they are unclear, we 
are limited in our ability to deliver the best quality care to respond to women’s 
health care needs.  
 
We call on Queensland Parliamentarians to review and update relevant 
sections of the law to ensure certainty and security for women and doctors 
alike. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Dr Rupert Sherwood 
President 
The Royal Australian and New 
Zealand College of Obstetricians and 
Gynaecologists (RANZCOG) 
 
Dr Eleanor Chew 
Chair 
Queensland Faculty 
The Royal Australian College of 
General Practitioners (RACGP) 
 
 
Melanie Walker 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
Public Health Association Australia 
(PHAA) 
 
 
Susan Stratigos 
President 
Australian Reproductive Health 
Association (ARHA) 

Professor Claire Jackson 
President 
The Royal Australian College of 
General Practitioners (RACGP) 
 
 
Dr Carol Portmann 
Acting Clinical Director 
Maternal Fetal Medicine 
Royal Brisbane & Women’s Hospital  
 
 
Dr Caroline Harvey 
Medical Director 
Family Planning Queensland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Professor Nicholas Fisk 
Executive Dean 
Faculty of Health Sciences 
University of Queensland 
 
 
Professor Ajay Rane 
Professor and Head 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology 
Consultant Urogynaecologist 
James Cook University 
Townsville 
Hon. Treasurer and Board Member 
RANZCOG 
 

 
Professor Caroline de Costa 
Professor of Obstetrics and 
Gynaecology 
James Cook University School of 
Medicine 
Cairns 
 
Dr Darren Russell 
Adjunct Associate Professor 
James Cook University 
Clinical Associate Professor 
University of Melbourne 


