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Public Health Association of Australia – Health Promotion Special Interest Group
Annual report 2008-09  
Introduction
At the national level, the work of the Preventative Health Taskforce continued to set the agenda for increased emphasis on prevention throughout Australia.  As well as ensuing funds are allocated for intervention programs, the Taskforce provides opportunity for considerable public health advocacy. The new prevention programs are likely to lead to significant employment opportunities for public health professionals with skills  in health promotion over the next few years.     
Committee

National Convenor: Peter Howat; Secretary (Minutes): Helen Nikolas; Committee:  Helen Ashwell; Robyn Bowcock; Sansnee Jirojwong; Basema Saddik.
Communication

Bi-monthly teleconferences and Emails to members
Health policy 

Skin Cancer Prevention Policy

Has been updated by the Cancer Council of WA (Coordinated by Helen Muccilli and Kerry O’Hare). 

Population Policy.  

Professor Jane O’Sullivan has written a document that forms the basis of the new Population Policy.  A collaboration with EH SIG. 
Many thanks to members who contributed to writing / re-writing these policy documents. 
Advocacy

We have been involved in advocacy of several health issues supporting the national office, as well as State level actions.  Issues include: Alcohol promotions; obesity and advertising; The WA Tobacco Products Bill;   banning poker machines in WA  hotels; the alcopops tax; junk food promotions; Indigenous health; population sustainability.
In addition, the Convenor has written numerous letters to politicians (both State and National) and letters to the newspapers on issues relevant to health promotion. 
Liaison with other Professional Associations
Members have continued collaboration with State branches of PHAA and AHPA, and with IUHPE SW Pacific Regional Committee.      
Australian Health Promotion Association National Conference in Perth May 2009.

The Convenor represented PHAA on the AHPA National Conference Program committee. It was a very successful conference with around 500 registrations. Thanks to HP SIG members who reviewed abstracts for the conference. 

Liaison with national office
Monthly SIG Conveners’ teleconferences.
Travel scholarships to the PHAA conference  

We agreed to trial travel scholarships to the PHAA conference for student members.  

The successful applicant was Ms Elisha Riggs a student at the University of Melbourne who received a $500 ‘scholarship’. 
PHAA National Conference Sept 2009

 A workshop relevant to obesity in collaboration with the FANSIG is planned for Sunday afternoon 27 Sept.  The workshop will focus on food-related public health interventions to improve nutrition and help prevent chronic disease in Australia. Free to members. 

Thanks to the committee, staff in the Canberra Office and members who all contributed to activities during the year.  

Peter Howat

National Convenor

PHAA Health Promotion SIG 
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