
ñBlue skyò 
epidemiology 

David Whiteman

Queensland Institute of

Medical Research



What is óblue skyô research?

ñresearch in domains where 
real -world applications are not 
immediately apparentò

ñresearch without a 
clear goalò

ñcuriosity-driven scienceò



Justification

unanticipated scientific 

breakthroughs are 

sometimes more valuable 

than the outcomes of 

agenda -driven research



Some examples of 
blue sky researché.



The Strange Case of 
the Magnetron and the 
Melting Chocolate Bar

Percy Spencer 
Raytheon engineer



ñMould juiceò



The secret of life and 
death  is in the ratôs liver

A histochemical study of hypertrophy and ischaemic injury of rat liver with 

special reference to changes in lysosomes

J. F. R. Kerr, Brisbane, The Journal of Pathology and Bacteriology, 1965 

apo ïfrom
ptosis ïto fall


