NT Branch Meeting, 1 February 2011, Congress Directorate
Opened: 1730

Present: Rosalie Schultz, Clive Rosewarne, Peter Tait, Warwick Beaver, Liz Moore, Vicki Gordon
Apologies: Bruce Simmonds, Pip Duncan
Dial in to Genesis did not work; dial in number reported as incorrect x3. Genesis not able to fix and could not isolate fault. Meeting proceeded in absence of phone at 1740.

Action: Rosalie to let Carol know.

Previous Minutes
No December meeting; November 2010 minutes accepted (Clive/Warwick)
Business arising not covered elsewhere
Local Hospital Networks: meetings occurred; Top End and Centre groups created. Issue resolved.

Really caring for kids campaign, Notifiable Diseases Act Section 10: Letter written and sent to Barbara Patterson in December. No response yet. Review at March meeting.
Ongoing and new business
Environmental Health Act Review: PHAA NT put in a submission. In NT Environmental Health is not a local government function (not in LGAct). The Bill has minimal changes from old Act. Many functions in E-Health and Local Government Acts in other jurisdictions are different. This Act / Bill does not support action to improve Aboriginal disadvantage by insisting on quality housing and health infrastructure. Revised Bill at second reading stage. So at this stage we are unlikely to be able to influence change in this review so need to create political pressure for early re-revision to improve it. 

Decision: We need to write to Kon Vatskalis and Karl Hampton, and to national papers. 
We need to brief the Intervention Roll Back people.

Action: Clive to draft letter and brief Intervention Roll Back people.

Road safety Review: Rosalie has drafted a submission to this review.

Action: Submission to be circulated for comment by 11/2/11.

Sustainable Population Inquiry: EH SIG coordination PHAA submission to this. Not much advantage to NT Branch making a submission. Individuals may.
Decision: leave with EH SIG.

Nuclear issues: PHAA collaborating with ALEC and MAPW on this. Activities:

· NT Waste Dump – supporting TOs to resist imposition of the dump. Countering myths of need for dump for nuclear medicine by putting out a Public Statement jointly with FoE, MAPW, DEA, and others. Suggestions for further organisations made.
· Participatory Action Research Project to support and develop Aboriginal communities understanding of uranium mining with ALEC.

· Helping to establish CANFAlliance 

· ETU has made and distributed to members a DVD informing them about health problems of uranium mining. They are not supporting members to work in uranium mining and are supporting them to transfer to other unions if they wish to continue doing so.

ASH Grand Rounds, February 25th: Rosalie and Peter presenting local public health issues as a recruiting strategy.

NT Branch Webpage Review: Discussion about corrections and updates.
· Add a Resources Section

· Review and update the issues list

· Make Minutes section members only

· Create Archive section for older and no longer relevant issues and material

· Remove the Events and awards section

Action: Clive to liaise with Carol

NT Branch Key Action Priorities: Agreed to review NT Branch Action priorities each September as lead in to AGM and Annual Reporting.

Changing meeting time and day: no one present had an issue though absent members may. We need to discuss more fully with affected members.

Closed: 1850

Next meeting: Tuesday 1st March  

