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NORTHERN TERRITORY BRANCH

Annual General Meeting Public Health Association (Northern Territory)

Directorate Meeting Room Central Australian Aboriginal Congress 21 Gap Rd Alice Springs November 9th 2010 5:15pm.

Present: 

Alice Springs: Clive Rosewarne, Warwick Beever, Rosalie Schultz, Peter Tait, Michael Fonda, Bruce Simmons
Apologies: Ben Bartlett, Pip Duncan
Meeting Opened: 5:19 pm

Welcome:

Rosalie welcomed all to the meeting. 
The meeting has been advertised for 25 days rather than the 28 days as stipulated in the Constitution. 
“That the Meeting accept that as there have been no complaints lodged on this matter it is in order for the AGM to proceed”. Moved: Peter Tait, Seconded Clive Rosewarne, agreed.
Minutes of the previous AGM:

Minutes of previous AGM (2009) tabled 

“That the Minutes of the 2009 PHAA(NT) Branch AGM be accepted as a true and accurate account”. Moved Michael Fonda, Seconded Rosalie Shultz, agreed.

Reports:

Treasurer’s report:

Warwick spoke to his report. 
· Account at 30 June 2010 $2,410.07 a decrease (loss) of $1,805.35 on 2009 (closing balance 2009 $4,215.42). 

· Income $964.69 - from membership during financial year $872 and $92.69 from interest. This is in total down $253 on 2009 $1,217.71 (with membership income down $126 and interest down & $127). 
· Branch expended $2770.04, $2,000 on donations and $770 on phone for monthly phone conferencing.  In total this more than last year (2009 $1007.20) but about similar to 2008 ($2520). Phone costs were similar in 2009 $750.61.

“That the Treasurer’s report is accepted”. Moved Warwick Beever, Seconded Rosalie Shultz, agreed.

President’s Report:
Rosalie spoke to the President’s Report attached, highlighting work undertaken on nuclear issues, local alcohol campaign work (particularly John Boffa’s efforts), the Really Caring for Kids Campaign (Care and Protection of Children Act), Alice Springs Town Council bylaws, PHAA Comments to the draft Review of NT Public and Environmental Health Act 2010 and Alice Springs urban speed limits.
“That the President’s Report is accepted”. Moved: Rosalie Shultz, Seconded: Clive Rosewarne agreed.
Office Holder Elections.

Due to Jane McQueen’s resignation earlier this year, the position of President has been filled by Rosalie in an acting capacity, so at this meeting the Branch President position and a minimum of 5 general members (from amongst whom a Secretary and Treasurer are elected) are to be elected this year.

Election of Office Bearers:

President:

Rosalie Shultz

Nominated Bruce Simmons

Seconded Warwick Beever

Nomination Accepted

General Members

Warwick Beever
Nominated Clive Rosewarne




Seconded Peter Tait


Nomination Accepted.

Clive Rosewarne
Nominated Warwick Beever 




Seconded Peter Tait


Nomination Accepted.


Peter Tait
 
Nominated Clive Rosewarne



Seconded Bruce Simmons

Nomination Accepted.


Michael Fonda
 Nominated Clive Rosewarne




Seconded Rosalie Shultz

Nomination Accepted.


Other general members to be co-opted as necessary.

Treasurer

Warwick Beever
Nominated Rosalie Shultz



Seconded Clive Rosewarne

Nomination Accepted.


Secretary

Proposal for joint secretaries:

Peter Tait- as minute Secretary

Clive Rosewarne- other secretary matters
Nominated Bruce Simmons
Seconded: Michael Fonda
Nominations  Accepted.



Special Business:

“This AGM passes a motion of appreciation to Jane McQueen for her excellent work as Branch President”. Moved Clive Rosewarne, Seconded Michael Fonda, agreed.
AGMeeting Closed 5:45pm 

Branch Presidents Report
PHAA NT branch 

PHAA NT meets monthly at the Central Australian Aboriginal Congress in Alice Springs and by teleconference.  Around six people attend each meeting. We have been involved in advocacy in a range of issues, providing networks of colleagues, support for research, and PHAA’s authority.  

Nuclear Industry 
PHAA NT is active in coalitions with Aboriginal and environmental organisations providing information and a strong evidence base supporting campaigns opposing the nuclear industry. 

We continue participation in a campaign against the proposed nuclear waste dump on Aboriginal land at Muckaty Station.  We have highlighted the risks to health through transport and storage of radioactive materials in remote areas. These risks are compounded by the injustice of both Liberal and ALP federal government Acts which compel the NT to accept radioactive waste from throughout Australia, and potentially other nations. The National Radioactive Waste Management Bill singles out Muckaty for the dump; with the EHSIG we made a submission to a review of the Bill. We co-founded a national fundraising appeal to allow Muckaty traditional owners to travel to Senate hearings to state their opposition to the dump on their land. We supported ETU (QLD & NT) calls for a boycott of the nuclear industry. 

We continue work to build community opposition to the proposed uranium mine at Angela Pamela, 21km south of Alice Springs and other uranium exploration in the region. 

Local Government: Alice Springs Town Council Bylaws and speed limits

The Branch made a submission to the ASTC expressing our concerns regarding negative elements of proposed bylaws. We highlighted concerns about restrictions on the right to free speech and assembly, and the impact of the by-laws on itinerants.
PHAA NT is instigating a campaign to introduce the 50km urban speed limit in Alice Springs consistent with national road rules. A deputation to the Council in May awaits a response. Road deaths in NT remain at around three times the national rate.

Alcohol

PHAA is a member of People’s Alcohol Action Coalition, promoting evidence based measures to reduce the harm associated with alcohol in Alice Springs. A review of the current Alice Springs Alcohol Management Plan failed to adequately recognise success in reducing alcohol related emergency department presentations, hospitalisations, serious crime and manslaughter. PAAC has successfully lobbied for a further review to emphasise these successes and the need to strengthen the restrictions on the sale of alcohol. PHAA, through PAAC aims to reduce alcohol supply through limiting hours of sale and numbers of alcohol outlets; and reducing demand through the introduction of a minimum flood price on alcohol. These measures will reduce the harm caused by alcohol to our community.
Care and Protection of Children Act.

PHAA through the Really Caring for Kids Coalition pressured the NT Government to amend the Act in August 2009. The amendments addressed concerns about mandatory reporting of sexual activity in 14 and 15 years olds which could have reduced young people’s access to services. 

Review of NT Public and Environmental Health Act 2010

PHAA is preparing a submission for this review, highlighting the inability of the draft Act to achieve its aims of health promotion and protection. 

Rosalie Shultz acting NT Branch President October 2010
