MINUTES PHAA NT 

17th August, 5.15pm

Present: Jane McQueen, Clive Rosewarne, Warwick beever, Michael Moore, Belinda Inglis (APHA), Cheryl North, Robbie Lloyd, Liz Moore, Peter Tait, Bruce Simons, Rosalie Schultz.
Apologies: 
Minutes of last meeting:  Approved: moved Robbie, seconded Warwick.
Matters arising:
· Heart Foundation, Tobacco Summit 23-24th March, Darwin, Leave on agenda for monitoring of outcomes.

· Michael Moore doing a tour of Australia and will be visiting NT Branch: Michael will be visiting in August (week of the 17th), suggestions that we provide Michael with an Orientation of our major issues.  Jane will ask Stephanie Bell Congress if she is available to meet with Michael on the Monday, and for support from CAAC to provide a general orientation.  Suggest dinner after the meeting at the Dustbowl restaurant.  CR to ask ALEC to meet and discuss Uranium and other issues.  Focus of our discussions to be issues form Mission Statement- CR to circulate: From webpage:

Issues:
· Alcohol: to support actions aimed to reduce NT per capital alcohol consumption to national average. 

· Climate change: for an effective response to climate change (mitigation and adaptation). 

· Nuclear Industry: to support public action to remove the nuclear industry from the NT. 

· Road safety issues: support strategies to improve road safety in the NT and reduce the level of NT road trauma (fatalities and injury) to the same per capita levels of other Australian jurisdictions. 

· Aboriginal health: priority area with particular emphasis in supporting Aboriginal community-controlled health organisations to deliver Comprehensive Primary Health Care services. 

· The People's Health Movement (PHM): active engagement with civil society action in support of the PHM goals nationally and  internationally.   Status: Done
· Check current membership list again to identify any one or organisations that should be reminded. CR has drafted membership drive letter will leave chasing up old members until after renewals- August.
· NT Govt. Homelands policy- agreed to get further analysis, Warwick to look at policy and use Boffa and Bruce’s comments.  Clive will talk with CLC, all information to be circulated. Warwick has done a limited literature review which will be circulated. 
· Really caring For Kids Campaign- 1. Coalition to ask for delegation to review proposed new legislation.  2. Agreed PHAA should be involved outside of coalition. JM to write letter re – timing and priority of this issue for parliament, request to view and comment on proposed new legislation Status: Done Further discussion see below
Presidents report: nothing new to report
Treasurer’s Rpt: no change in situation from last meeting
Correspondence: 1. Australian Nuclear Free Alliance, 2. ALEC- see Uranium below
Advocacy:

Uranium- Letter from Australian Nuclear Free Alliance inviting, 1) PHAA to join the Alliance and attend next meeting (5-6 September Quorn SA) and 2) to consider making a financial contribution.  Agreed that: 1 we would have PHAA join the Alliance moved: CR seconded PT. That the NT Branch provide a rep to the Alliance for future contact and attendance. Clive nominated by PT seconded Robbie Lloyd.  Agreed to donate $1,000 towards the cost of the upcoming Australian Nuclear Free Alliance meeting in Quorn, moved PT seconded CR.  CR to write a letter outlining our commitment to Michael Moore.


Following our last meeting, we received an invitation (email tabled) to be part of a coordination committee for a community anti-nuclear campaign position to be hosted by ALEC, we were also asked if we could contribute financially. In an out of session discussion by NT exec, it was agreed to support the establishment of the community campaigner’s position (Clive to be rep) and for us to contribute via representation on the steering committee and to make a financial contribution of $1,000.   Decision was endorsed


BHP Billiton Roxby Downs Expansion EIS, PHAA didn’t put in a submission, but CR did an individual one that covered our previously established concerns regarding the transportation of radioactive material through Alice Springs and the NT.


Really caring for Kids campaign- Short term solution passed in Parliament that removes the problem for health practitioners, however there are still concerns re: the fact that other professionals and parents still have to report; issue of how reports are investigated- the police first options in effect if welfare agency is overloaded; or abuse is outside family, what is the monitoring framework.  PHAA to raise concerns in coalition to keep pressure on until Act is properly reviewed, also seek opinions of Parent Groups who will judge our commitment to children’s health (other than just the position of the practitioner’s relationship with children). Agreed PHAA should continue be involved in ongoing review of the Act to better represent the issues in relation to non-health care practitioners.

Action: Jane to continue to pursue this position in coalition. Liz to raise through AMSANT.

Climate Change- Environmental Health SIG has written to penny Wong re concerns with ETS.  The NT Climate Change Policy still hasn’t been released Peter is continuing to ask Department when it will happen. Peter has prepared a climate change talk fro ALEC information night.
Urban Speed limits- Discussion- are the current ATSC By-Laws an opportunity to take up issue?  Decision no better to keep out of the cross-fire. Action: Cheryl North will look at setting up meetings with Senior Citizens, Disability Advocacy centre and other groups, including Business groups.  CR to talk, but hasn’t time to organise meetings.

Alcohol/PAAC- no report
Special guest:

Michael Moore PHAA CEO , Jane welcomed Michael.  Michael tabled PHAA Strategic Plan and Strategic Plan Rpt. Discussed PHAA priorities, with particular reference to Indigenous Health and the desire to have more active input to PHAA on this issue. Good discussions around synergies between PHAA (Canberra Office) and PHAANT (& APHA NT).
Other matters:

Council By-Laws,  deadline for comments 289th August, agreed to put in some comments. Action: Liz & Jane to draft and circulate. PT & RS to send information, also use the Greens website.
A/S Cycle Path Review.  21/8/09 deadline for comments. Cycle Path Review: Agreed Peter and Rosalie to attend focus group Tuesday night Action: PT & RS to draft submission and circulate for comments.

Next meeting: 8th September 2009
Dial in instructions: Telephone 1800 501 250  (free call)key in *504530* on your telephone key pad  (make sure you enter the * before and after the nbr). You will be put on hold until the chairperson enters the meeting to connect all.

