Minutes
AGM SIG women’s health PHAA

28th August 2008 (by teleconference)
1. Present: Rhonda Small, Angela Taft (chair), Jenny Ejlak, Jan Savage (minutes), Judy Straton, Lareen Newman
Apologies: Wendy Rogers, Stephanie Brown, Megan Morrison,
2. Last minutes: Minutes AGM 23rd September 2007 accepted Rhonda S –moved, Judy S seconded

3. Financial report

Last P&L statement 

Balance:
May 2008 $-1476.00



June 2008 $-1952.00

Cost of meeting rooms and workshop for Alice Springs meeting AGM 2007 (this was queried by Angela to head office (HO).   Then committed to printing background and summary paper for ‘Framework for a Sexual and Reproductive Health Strategy’ and additional teleconferences with collaborators and meetings with Canberra.  Judy asked if people paid to attend the workshops – they did, but this didn’t cover all costs. Currently HO allowing deficit and investigation continuing with HO possibly contributing to it. Also may enlist HO to support policy development. 

Financial report accepted. Jan moved, Jenny seconded.

4. Convenors’ report
Rhonda stated that PHAA and Sexual Health and Family Planning Australia (SHFPA) presented the Call to Action for a National Sexual Reproductive Health strategy to the All Party Parliamentary Group on Population and Development in May 2008. Today (28/08/08) they received a draft from Sen Claire Moore supporting their position and sending a call for action to develop a sexual and reproductive health strategy to the Minister for Health. Lobbying is occurring at state and territory levels. Jan Mc Lucas (parliamentary secretary) was meeting with Rhonda, Angela and Michael Moore. The Minister’s response was to develop women’s and men’s health strategies. This sits in the gender and health branch apparently. Need to discuss with Rosemary Knight: Judy to email her. 

Next revision of PHAA policies will occur in late September –early October 2008. This will be through the PHAA website and address

a) Emergency contraception

b) Abortion

c) Female sexual health

d) Maternity leave policy (with National Foundation of Australian Women’s Melanie Walker working on this)

e) Gender and health policy – Dorothy Broom

Angela attended a Womenspeak forum, a federal forum for women’s SIG’s and other women’s advocacy groups. Womenspeak is advocating for a national secretariat for Indigenous women to improve their advocacy and communication/ contact supported also by YWCA. 
Also provided input to the development of a National Violence against Women Strategy. 
Workshop at Population Health Congress in Brisbane to look at decriminalisation of abortion. The Law Reform Commission may be presenting a submission to Victorian parliament on 9th September about decriminalisation of abortion in Victoria. Rhonda and Angela have been involved in this advocacy.
5. Rhonda and Angela are stepping down as convenors for the PHAA women’s health SIG. They are still committed to remaining on the committee and seeing the S&RH strategy disseminated and advocated for. Nominated Jenny Ejlak as convenor; agreed to develop a working group to support the convenor. Angela proposed, Judy seconded. Jenny elected as new convenor with support. Rhonda and Angela represent VIC, Judy doesn’t think she represents WA. 
Womenspeak – have facilitated a gender data monitoring group – Dorothy Broom accepted a role with this group on our behalf.  F/U committee members by email through SIG on an issues basis. Lareen feels too new. Jenny, Rhonda, Angela, Judy will canvass others. 
Priorities 2008/09 

a. Advocacy for NS&RH Strategy

Process: priorities set by capacity and collaboration 

Jenny moved a vote of acknowledgement and thanks to Rhonda and Angela for their hard work over several years as SIG co-convenors.  
Further discussion of 24 week rule for abortion in Victoria – requiring a 2nd medical practitioner examining relative risks, amendment will probably go through that is more restrictive, numbers are uncert6ain, all amendments will go to a conscience vote.
Meeting closed 2.50pm
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