To PHAA members: 

Action for health and the environment, February 2011
Ending the Use of Coal
Australia would be just as prosperous, a healthier and more ecologically sustainable country without coal mining and use. Many adverse outcomes from mining and use of coal are emerging. These include: threats to destruction of water resources and farm land (Liverpool Plains and many other areas); respiratory disease in mining areas (Hunter Valley); destruction of nature reserves (Bimblebox, Qld); social dislocation (many mining areas) and of course high emission of CO2 which is warming the planet. The social, health, environmental and consequent economic costs of using coal exceed the economic and social benefits for Australia.

The social and economic benefits from coal mining are replaceable with benefits in renewable and other industries. Health professionals have a responsibility to publicise both the adverse aspects of coal use and the benefits of changing from coal to renewables.

Our financial institutions, particularly the big four banks, support coal mining export and use for electricity generation. The banks are however concerned about adverse publicity and about attracting new customers. Recent developments with forest use in Tasmania are an example of successful leverage on banks. We encourage you, if you are customers or shareholders of the big four banks, to write to the Board Chair, copy to the CEO, to them know that you do not want your money or investment used supporting coal mining, coal power electricity or coal export. More importantly let them know that that you will be encouraging your children and grandchildren to select a bank that does not support the coal industry, but rather a bank that strongly supports renewables.
PHAA action complements action by other organisations. Our role is to put the public health perspective. Please see the accompanying sheet to this page for names and addresses of the banks’ chairs and CEOs, and for information that might be useful in your letters. A posted letter is more powerful than an email. Please send a copy of any response you receive to Peter Tait, aspetert@bigpond.com. For more information about this campaign go to: http://www.greenpeace.org.au/climate/. See also the US Physicians for Social Responsibility papers and resources at http://www.psr.org/environment-and-health/code-black/.  
This action sends a strong message that will go a long way to reducing carbon emissions and protecting Australia’s society and environment. If there is one thing you do for the environment this year, let this be it. Share this with others, so the banks understand the level of concern over coal use and develop an appreciation of the need to move investment to renewable energy sources.
Peter Tait
Environmental Health SIG

