NT Branch Meeting, 9 November 2010, Congress 

Pres: Rosalie Schultz, Clive Rosewarne (phone: left early), Peter Tait (phone), Bruce Simmonds, Warwick Beaver, Michael Fonda (phone)

Apols: none received

Report on Angela Pamela

NT government cannot withdraw the exploration licence. Next opportunity for NT government action is to refuse the mining licence, BUT this can be over-ruled by the Federal Minister of Mines and Energy (Martin Ferguson or successors). More likely that Cameco-Palladin is going quiet because of the falling price of uranium. The explorers can put their exploration licence on hold for two periods of five years each. If they don’t break the conditions of their licence there is little the government can do. The NTG action does confirm the benefit of community action on the political process.

Local Hospital Networks

NTDHC planning discussing Local Hospital Networks. Was raised at CARPA.

Stuart Mitchell from Darwin visiting to discuss local hospital network and Medicare Local, next Monday. 

Localisation could work because of traditional historical separation of Top End from Centre. But … awaiting the discussion paper. 

Bruce will go along to find out what is going on – Monday 29th November.

Really caring for kids campaign: Notifiable Diseases Act Section 10

Requires doctors diagnosing any disease in a person under 16 years to notify parents. The risk is that this may prevent youth showing up for STI treatments or consent for STI testing. Was an issue during the mandatory reporting action. PHAA NT will write to Barbara Patterson to ask about changing the act, and what her view would be were someone to be sent up for prosecuted 

Rosalie to write a letter for Peter to sign.

Environmental Issues
Climate change – ongoing; the issue is governance reform and bringing transnational corporations under citizen control through national governments.

This year’s emerging issue is Coal – Peter will give a presentation on his return.

Closed: 1820

Next meeting: Tuesday 14th December  

