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Annual Report  1 July 2009 – 31 June 2010

Tasmanian Branch, Public Health Association of Australia

In April 2010, the branch appointed a new Executive Committee with Dr Ingrid van der Mei (Menzies Research Institute) as the President, Emily Mauldon as the Treasurer, Gillian Mangan (Heart Foundation Tasmania) as the Secretary, and Seana Gall (Menzies Research Institute), Carole Owen (Department for Health and Human Services), Sandra Murray (University of Tasmania), and Gretchen Long (Department for Health and Human Services) as general committee members. 

Since then, the branch has developed a structure with a number of different Action and Advocacy groups.  Each group has developed aims and actions to achieve those aims. The Professional development in Public Health group aims to develop a Graduate Certificate in Public Health in Tasmania and will consider the possibility of a Graduate Diploma and Masters course in the future. The Physical Activity group wants physical activity: to be higher on the political agenda in Tasmania, to be recognised as something to enjoy, and reorient away from weight/obesity to a focus on the multiple physical and mental health benefits. The Food supply and nutrition group addresses the issue of sponsorship of children’s sporting events by companies that produce unhealthy foods. The Smoking advocacy group will undertake local advocacy on both national and Tasmanian smoke related issues, and the Sexual and reproductive health group focuses on teenage pregnancy and sex education within primary and secondary schools.  

The Tasmanian branch has become part of the Health in All Policies Collaboration in Tasmania (collaboration of the Tasmanian Chronic Disease Prevention Alliance, Tasmanian Council of Social Services, Australian Health Promotion Association and PHAA). This advocacy collaboration is making substantial headway in putting Health in All Policies high on the political agenda in Tasmania. Health in All Policies is a way of encouraging all sectors of government to consider the health and equality impacts of their policies and practices.  It acknowledges that health is a priority for government and that a healthier population can make a significant contribution to achieving the goals of all sectors of government.
The branch aims to organise 3-4 events a year: one that benefits the members in terms of professional development, one social event for the members and one or two events that are linked with advocacy in a particular area and/or raise the profile of PHAA. 

A public lecture was organised by the Tasmanian branch and the Department for Health and Human Services in April 2010. Professor Philip James (chairman International Obesity Task Force) spoke about “Why the future of food is important for health”. 

Over the financial year, the number of branch members increased from 22 to 35.

