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Public Health Association of Australia

Health Promotion Special Interest Group (SIG)

National Committee Meeting: Teleconference

12pm EST, 9am WST; Tuesday 23 February 2010

1. Attendees

· Peter Howat (Chair)

· Maiy Azize (Minutes)
· Mary Tehan

· Richard Franklin

· Helen Ashwell
2. Apologies
· Julie Edwards
· Phillippa Farrell
· Helen Nikolas 
· Sansnee Jirojwong  
3. Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting, held on 19 November 2009, were passed with no amendments.
4. Policy Updates
a) Illicit and Pharmaceutical Drug Misuse Policy
Peter received feedback from members wanting to include the misuse of pharmaceutical drugs in the policy and invited them to participate in the policy update. Peter also invited members of the Health Promotion SIG to contact him with any information about experts working in the area of illicit or pharmaceutical drugs to oversee the development of this policy.

b) Passive Smoking Policy

Experts in the area of passive smoking will be approached to oversee the development of this policy. Members of the Health Promotion SIG with an interest in this area will also be invited to participate in the policy update.

c) Immunisation
Members of the Health Promotion SIG with an interest in this area will be invited to participate in the policy update.

5. PHAA 40th Annual Conference: Public Health in the 21st Century
The forthcoming National Conference will be held on 27-29 September 2010 at the Adelaide Convention Centre, Adelaide. Maiy and Richard will both be attending.
a) Workshop: Staying Active, Staying Safe
As part of the Conference, Richard who is National Convenor of Injury Prevention SIG is organizing a workshop which will be conducted in conjunction with the HPSIG. The workshop, “Staying Active, Staying Safe”, will look at the interaction between the space used for physical activity and public space, and, how to ensure public safety in an environment that is being used for exercise. The workshop will also deal with fear of being injury as a barrier to participation in exercise.

Motion: Peter proposed that the Health Promotion SIG allocate up to $1000 to support the event. This will be used to secure a venue and catering. 

The SIG passed the motion with no objections.
Action: Richard will circulate possible dates for the proposed workshop to the Health Promotion SIG members.
Action: A representative of the Heath Promotion SIG, will be invited  to participate in the organisation of the workshop.

6. Upcoming Priorities
a) Population Sustainability
Population Sustainability touches on the work of both the Health Promotion SIG and the Environmental Health SIG. A number of developments in this area have occurred, including the circulation of a press release and the responses that PHAA has given to the media.
b) Alcohol
Peter reported that PHAA has been progressing its work on alcohol through the National Drug Strategy. Maiy reported on the work she had done in 2009 on the preparation of a discussion paper on alcohol related violence and harm, and, the ongoing consultations that are being conducted at the ACT level.

Action: Maiy will circulate the discussion paper to Michael Moore and members of the Health Promotion SIG.

c) Obesity and Injury

Both obesity and injury were raised as major priorities in 2010.
7. Advocacy
Members of the Health Promotion SIG are  encouraged to write letters, participate in policy development at the state level and undertake advocacy on health promotion issues in conjunction with PHAA.
Maiy highlighted the work of the National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) in partnership with the Australian Commission for Safety and Quality in Healthcare in releasing for public comment the Australian Infection Control Guidelines. She suggested that this might link in to the work being done as part of the Immunisation policy update.
Action: Maiy will circulate the Draft Infection Control Guidelines to Michael Moore and members of the Health Promotion SIG.

8. Use of HP SIG funds 

a) Workshop at National Conference
Refer to item 5a.
b) Health Promotion SIG Travel Scholarships: PHAA National conference  

Up to $2,000 will be available to support interstate students and early career members to attend the conference. Up to 2 scholarships of up to $1000 each will be available to support travel and registration.
Initially, preference was to be given to students and early career members who have made a contribution to PHAA. Richard suggested opening the scholarships up to new members to encourage further participation. This suggestion was received by the SIG.
Applications will include contact and membership information, as well as qualifications and a summary of contributions to the PHAA, public health and health promotion. The scholarship is not to be used in conjunction with any other similar financial assistance, and preference will be given to members with no other available funding.

The proposed closing date was Thursday 15 July. The SIG agreed to revise the date to May 30th as notifications will be made in early June.

Action: Peter will circulate the revised information on the conference travel scholarships.
Action: Maiy will circulate the revised information on the conference travel scholarships to the Health Thematic Group of the Australian Sociological Association.
9. Liaison with Relevant Organisations and Stakeholders
Peter highlighted the importance of working cooperatively with relevant organisations and stakeholders, particularly the International Union for Health Promotion and Education (IUHPE) and the Australian Health Promotion Association (AHPA). The SIG noted Maiy’s membership of the AHPA ACT Governing Committee. Richard and Peter discussed adding reciprocal organisational membership to the agenda for the next meeting of SIG convenors.
Action: Richard will contact Michael Moore or Carol Kemmett to add reciprocal organisational membership to the agenda for the next meeting of SIG convenors. 
10. Member Roundup

a) Maiy Azize

Maiy is leading a project relating to health literacy and self management, which will feature a national roundtable to be held on 9-10 March 2010 in Canberra. Maiy will circulate information about this to interested SIG members.
b) Mary Tehan

Mary is delivering a workshop touching on the areas of public, community and mental health. Monash University and La Trobe University are both involved in this event, and it may build into some of the work of the Centre for Maternal and Child Health at La Trobe University.
c) Helen Ashwell

Helen is currently working as a consultant at the University of Sydney. She is involved in the development of reports and is preparing for grant applications.
d) Richard Franklin

Richard is working on an event in the area of injury prevention, and has been particularly involved in health promotion on increasingly common drowning deaths.
11. Summary of Action Items

1) Richard will circulate possible dates for the proposed workshop to the Health Promotion SIG (Richard)
2) A representative of the Heath Promotion SIG, will be invited to participate in the organisation of the workshop (TBA)
3) Maiy will circulate the discussion paper to Michael Moore and members of the Health Promotion SIG (Maiy)
4) Maiy will circulate the Draft Infection Control Guidelines to Michael Moore and members of the Health Promotion SIG (Maiy)
5) Peter will circulate the revised information on the conference travel scholarships (Peter)
6) Maiy will circulate the revised information on the conference travel scholarships to the Health Thematic Group of the Australian Sociological Association (Maiy)
7) Richard will contact Michael Moore or Carol Kemmett to add reciprocal organisational membership to the agenda for the next meeting of SIG convenors (Richard)
12. Other Business 
No other business was raised.
13. Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held at 12pm EST, 10am WST; on Tuesday May 4 2010.
The meeting was adjourned at 12.45pm.
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