 

Why does Australia need to develop a sustainable population policy?
 

The Public Health Association has a new policy on sustainable population, which states that it is unlikely that effective climate change improvement will be achieved without population stabilization. The policy recommends that the Australian Government immediately commission an inquiry into Australia’s population policy options.
 

Why is a sustainable population plan urgently needed?
The Australian population is likely to grow to 35 million people by 2049 unless urgent actions are taken now. 
 

International concerns about climate change/global warming have led to much publicity and political talk but with little tangible action. Controversy about global warming has been instigated by economist rationalists who claim it is part of a ‘natural cycle’. But regardless of whether it is manmade or a natural cycle, the positive aspect of this publicity is a wakeup call for the world and Australia about the irreparable damage of environmental degradation and pollution. It has highlighted the need for urgent actions to combat pollution (regardless of global warming). Curbing population growth is touted by some experts as the single most important measure. 
 

Warnings given over 40 years ago by Rachel Carson (Silent Spring), followed by a host of writings by concerned scientists in 1970s (Professors Barry Commoner, Paul Erlich, Dennis Pirages, Lester Brown etc) about environmental pollution and overpopulation fell on deaf ears and subsequent political inaction. Now that  devastating  environmental outcomes are imminent, it is time for our politicians at Federal, State and Local level, to demonstrate leadership in this important area.
There is now a need for a new breed of enlightened MPs. To date only a few politicians have shown any leadership in this area including Victorian MP Kelvin Thomson, Greens Senator Bob Brown, former NSW Premier Bob Carr, and current opposition spokesperson Kevin Andrews.
 

It is now critical that all our Federal and State Governments develop sustainable population plans with stabilisation of population growth as an option.
 

The plans must also ensure that the already vulnerable members of our communities (Indigenous people, pensioners, people with disabilities, recent migrants, non-English speaking people, single mothers, unemployed, homeless and other low income people) are not further disadvantaged by unsustainable population growth.
 

The plans must provide for adequate hospitals/ healthcare, housing, schools/education, roads/ transport, water, power and other amenities that are already severely overburdened in every city of Australia. There must be a guarantee that affordable housing will not become less likely for our young families. Priority must be given to training our young people and Indigenous people for employment.
 

These population plans must also consider that putting the brakes on population growth is essential for Australia to both reach and then not surpass its climate change targets
We look to urgent leadership from our politicians to ensure a sensible approach to population growth.
 

The PHAA National Policy on Sustainable Population can be accessed via the PHAA website: www.phaa.net.au  
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