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Environmental Health Special Interest Group AGM 2010
Adelaide Convention Centre, 28 September 2010

Minutes: Peter Tait

Present: Peter Tait, Liz Hanna, Glenda Verrinder, Margaret Stebbings (Adrian Heard, observing)

Apologies: Sally Kingsland, Clive Rosewarne, Andreas Lopata

Previous Minutes: none available.

Reports

Convenors Report – as per Annual Report, plus note addition, Liz Hanna has been and continues PHAA Representative on EnHealth Council. Thanks to all for help and input.
Noted the need for future project officers employed by EHSIG to be more integrated into national office team and to have much smaller and clearer task/function focus.
EnHealth report (Liz Hanna); Re national shortfall in environmental health expertise, enHealth continues to limit its  focus to EHOs working for State & Local Governments, and Indigenous communities. Discussion resulted in decision for PHAA to support EnHealth and in developing EHO career paths and workforce capacity. There is also a need to expand national environmental health skills beyond the role of EHOs, eg Toxicology and climate change. Glenda and Liz to advise after some consideration.

NanoTech Report (Margaret Stebbings); attended the New and Emerging Technologies Office (NETS) "researchers" engagement development meeting Canberra. NETS is set up. Activity will continue in 2010 though the consultation phase is nearly complete (Govt and business yet to finish). Margaret will continue to monitor developments with Andreas. Information about this such as minutes and papers to go up on EH Webpage. 

NICNAS No report.
Finance No current balance available. [subsequent to AGM: $4,098.72 at 30/9/2010]
Officer bearers and Committee

Convenor : Peter Tait prepared to continue as Convenor and no other nominations; continues.

Committee: Liz Hanna, Glenda Verrinder, Margaret Stebbings.

External Representatives

Liz Hanna – EnHealth, Andreas Lopata – NICNAS, Margaret Stebbings – Nanotechnology related.

2010-11 Activity

Climate and Health Alliance (CAHA) is in development phase.  Initial meetings held (attended by Michael Moore on behalf of PHAA, and Liz Hanna representing the RCNA)which garnered agreement from  ~ 40 health organisations to form the Alliance. PHAA offering initial establishment administrative support. Pre –election media releases disseminated. Peter Tait discussed ns with Leena Gupta, AFPHM about activating RACP. 

Wind farms: The SIG has been contacted by Sarah Laurie, a SA rural GP raising concerns, and seeking PHAA support to assist in advocacy and raising the issue profile. There seems reasonable evidence for the possibility of health effects and so the need for further research and perhaps zoning regulations. 
(Actions: Peter Tait to prepare a position paper for PHAA. Liz Hanna bringing issue to next enHealth meeting).

Environmental Sustainability in Health Care – Glenda has been asked if PHAA will support and endorse a paper prepared by Deakin University on this. Agreed in principle we might but Glenda to read and advise a recommendation to send up to Helen Keleher (Incoming PHAA President)  and Michael Moore (PHAA CEO)
Other action: continue implementation of policy.

Policy Development 2011
Nanotechnology due for revision. In light of the National Enabling Technology Strategy, the New and Emerging Technologies Office this may be broader than just nanotechnology, including GM, gene manipulation and other emerging biotechnologies. Margaret Stebbings to prepare a broader policy covering these issues in the new year.
Environmental Health Justice. This really covers two areas, environmental health justice itself and children’s health justice. (Action: Liz Hanna to think about how to best take this forward.)
Ecological Sustainability -> Ecologically sustainable society. Needs a revision although the sentiments are still valid. Does need updating to incorporate more clearly the idea of justice, health cobenefits, the common socio- politico-economic causes linking to determinants of health. (Action: Peter Tait to think about.)
Environmental degradation needs revision into a Global Environmental Change policy briefly tying the various aspects of this together. The Safe Climate Policy might become a subsidiary policy to this one.

Human Population policy; the current one relates only to Australia and there needs to be a broader, well considered policy that talks to the global situation and looks at the whole range of relevant social and environmental issues. (Action: Peter Tait to work on. [Note subsequent to AGM, Rosalie Schultz offered to assist with this policy. May lead to a scoping background paper for ANZJPH.])
There is need for a policy on environmental chemical toxins and pollutants. This may also sit under a Global Environmental Change policy. (Action: Liz Hanna to revisit her earlier drafts and update)
Environmental Change, Climate Change and Food Security have multiple points of coincidence both in terms of causation, effects and cobenefits from action. ARN has recently produced a paper on this that might act as a basis for a policy position. Discussions with Andrea Begley lead to agreement that a policy covering this might be worthwhile for PHAA. Several people at NCEPH have recognised expertise in this area. (Action: Peter T to take forward with Andrea. Liz H to forward Draft versions of Discussion Paper & recent ARN article)
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