SIGIH AGM 27 October 2009

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP FOR INTERNATIONAL HEALTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

MINUTES

Date: 2PM, 27 October 2009
Attendees: Jaya Earnest, Kerri Viney, Sarah Potter, Krishna Hort, Elizabeth Rohwedder, Peter Vanderwal, Claire Beck, Shanti Raman
Apologies: Maxine Whitaker, Anna Whelan, Helen Bradley, Phil Dowton
Chair:  Peter Vanderwal, SIGIH convener 

Minutes taker: Peter Vanderwal, SIGIH convener
Meeting followed by the Agenda 
· Minutes of last AGM 
· The AGM attendees approved the minutes of the previous AGM as a true record.

· 
Financial report
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Income
SIG's Membership
SIG's Workshop Income
SIG CARRIED FORWARD INCOME
Registrations
Total Income

Expense
SIG Meetings/expenses
SIG Teleconference
Total Expense

Net Profit (Loss)

881.87
1,231.83
6,840.76

9.00
8,963.46

627.73
249.70
877.43

8,086.03

881.87
1,231.83
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· Conveners report

1. Involvement in Branch and SIG teleconferences
· Conveners attended at all bi-monthly SIG meetings, and reported SIGIH activities
· Participated in discussion on policy revisions, advocacies, & Annual/population health congress preparations etc.

· Did not communicate much substantive information to SIGIH members over the last 6 months apart from regarding the Annual Conference and the International Health Workshop.
2. ISSS participants for IH Session on the Population Health Congress (reported on in previous AGM, but took place in 2008/09)
· AusAID has supported10 candidates from 6 countries in Asia Pacific region (budget $ 35,366.10 and the expenditure was $28,884.79. The balance $ 6,481.31 returned to AusAID with the reports.)
· The IH delegates contributed significantly on the IH session held on 7 July 2008
· There were 120 people in the audience in the session room and actively  participated at floor discussion after the presentations 
· Maxine is in communication with Jeanne Daley, ANZJPH Editor regarding publishing this IH session in the Journal. The IH session presentations and reports need to be combined.

· The ISSS session reported on In-touch vol27, issued on 7 August 2008. (available on PHAA website http://www.phaa.net.au/documents/August08.pdf) 
3. Regional Public Health Association (reported on in previous AGM, but took place in 2008/09)
· A breakfast meeting held with  IH delegates and SIGIH committees for making network and strengthening the public health associations in IH delegates’ countries on 8 July (funded by JTA)
· Public Health Associations found in PNG, Fiji, Vietnam, and Cambodia. 
· Strong discussion on having a regional public health network connection
· Keeping communication with the key persons of the association, and supporting them for literature reviews, accreditation 
· Need further discussion to develop strategic plan for regional network (eg. a possibility this will be run by  PHAA but not only by SIGIH, how to seek funding, area/ scope of support)

· Most likely funding available under the Australian Leadership Awards, through AusAID
4. Policy review  in 2009
All policies due by July 2009 were reviewed following as:
· Refugee Health Policy – Associate Professor Anna Whelan, University of New South Wales School of Public Health and Community Medicine 
· Women’s Health in Overseas Aid Programs Policy – Dr Maxine Whittaker, University of Queensland School of Population Health

5. International Health Workshop: Improving Health Development Effectiveness in the Region through Knowledge Generation and Sharing
· On September 27 from 9-4 a workshop was held in the Haydon Allan Tank at the ANU
· Speakers from AusAID, the AusAID Health Resource Facility, the AusAID Knowledge Hubs, and the international health sector presented.

· A resolution from the workshop was developed and can be found on the SIGIH page.

· All presentations as well as the voice recordings of the presentations will also be placed on the SIGIH page of the PHAA site.
· Election of Officers

· No nomination received before the AGM.

· Current convenor noted his intention to resign from position.

· Jaya Earnest agreed to take on role with support from outgoing Convenor and Committee Members. 

· Committee members are selected as:

· WA – Elizabeth Rohwedder, NSW - Anna Whelan, VIC – Krishna Hort, SA – Helen Bradley, QLD – Peter Vanderwal. General Committee member – Kerri Viney (New Caledonia).
· Priorities and workplan for 2009/2010 
· Developing National & international networking, particularly driving the Regional Public Health Network, examining feasibility of ALA funding for a Secretariat Officer
· Holding a workshop at the National Conference.

· Proposal to change SIGIH name to Australian Society for International Health 

· Discussed about international public health professionals do not have their own association outside of the PHAA SIGIH. Some discussion around re branding the SIGIH as something along the lines of a Society using the model of branches of learned colleges. 
· A conversation thread has been active all year to encourage discussion on this issue. Only Anna Whelan and Peter Vanderwal contributed to the discussion.
· Agreed to not change name to ‘Australian Society of International Health, ASIH’ from SIGIH as there was insufficient rationale for the change or understanding of the options and potential positives and negatives.
· Other Business

None arising.

· Next meeting

Jaya Earnest to arrange and inform Committee members.
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