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PREVENTION A BIG LOSER IN SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BUDGET
The Public Health Association of Australia has expressed disappointment this morning that preventive health initiatives were not more prominent in yesterday’s SA Budget.
“The budget provides $462.4 million over the next four years for health initiatives but the emphasis seems to be mostly on hospitals and primary care.  At the national level, the creation of the National Preventative Health Taskforce has made prevention a key priority.  The Public Health Association of Australia would like to have seen a greater proportion of the investment dedicated to public health initiatives designed to prevent South Australians from becoming ill in the first place,” explained Michael Moore, Chief Executive Officer of the Association.
“However, there is some good news in the Budget for people with disabilities and their families.  $26.6 million will be provided over four years for ongoing support for residential facilities in the disability sector.  A further $9.3 million over four years will be spent on improving access to public transport for people with disabilities.
“The Public Health Association of Australia has long recognised that housing is important as a social determinant of health outcomes and greater access to community activities is important for people’s social and emotional wellbeing.  These measures will make a positive difference for people with disabilities and their families.  

“However, it is disappointing that there’s not more in the way of prevention initiatives.

“Traditionally, initiatives designed to prevent health problems don’t receive a lot of attention and there’s a strong focus on the provision of acute health services in this year’s budget.  The Public Health Association of Australia is hopeful that in future years there will be an increased focus on prevention initiatives, which represent the fence at the top of the cliff, rather than the ambulance at the bottom,” said Mr Moore.
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