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PHAA calls on Senate to take broad view on alcohol

“I'ntervening in alcohol policy i s RublicHealthl y appr c
Association (PHA CE O, Mi chael Moore, “1t i socigionhassponsi bi
made a submission to the Senate Community Affairs Committeaohol Toll Reduction Bill 2007

While supporting the legislation that is before tBenate, the submission calls on the Committee to

take a broader view of alcohol issues in our community.

“The objects of eivelthe fulBsuppdrt of(thS BAt, t"i s i )" NMoevoMo er ¢ .
we have asked the Committee to consider some manmendments that ensure public health
i ssues are taken into account”.

PHAAhas identified irour submission that there are considerable health issues arising from the
hazardous and harmful use of alcohibhe harms are experienced across the whole comitguFor
exampl e, National Drug Research Institute in Wes:s
colleague Tanya Chikritzhs have published the following:

1 Some research indicates that as much as 60% of all police attendances and 90% of all late
night calls involve alcohol;

1 Inthe 12 months prior to June 2000, NSW police identified as aiedat@d almost 14,000
assault incidents (23% of all such incidents) and over 5,000 offensive behaviour incidents
(58% of all such incidents);

1 Between 1993/94 an®000/01 over half a million Australians were hospitalised due to
risky/highrisk drinking, some 110,000 of whom were older Australians (65yrs+). These
admissions are costlyin a single year in this period, alcohol problems demanded 400,000
hospital beedays.

The success of government intervention with regard to tobacco has been aageahplishment

It provides a rationale for governments taking a role in intervening in the free market when there is
considerable evidence of harmful use of a produit the same time the PA recognises thathere

are beneficial health and social effects of moderate alcohol consumption.

The Senate Committee can play a key role in examining the range of options available at present
There would be a significant contution to community health if the Committee would adaogt
bipartisan approach to the issue with recommendations such as using price as a disincentive,
funding ofadvertising and health promotiocampaigngo compete with industrefforts andto

support meda restrictions as set out in the Bill that is being examined.

Full submission may be viewed amww.phaa.net.au
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