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POLICIES OF MAJOR PARTIES SCRUTINISED IN GREAT ACT ELECTION HEALTH DEBATE
ACT Health Minister Katy Gallagher MLA and Shadow Minister Jacqui Burke MLA debated some of the key public health issues for Canberrans last night, ahead of the ACT Election in October.

“Specifically, the Minister and Shadow Minister were asked to explore issues such as: the impact of policies in other portfolios on health measures; views on key priorities for the health of Canberrans; the proportion of funding for preventive health measures; and responses to trends in sexual and reproductive health,” explained Michael Moore, Chief Executive Officer of the Public Health Association of Australia.

“The Great ACT Election Health Debate and Dinner was hosted by the ACT Branch of the Public Health Association of Australia in conjunction with its Annual General Meeting.  As the leading public health organisation in the country, our Association is keen to promote public debate and discussion on key public health policy matters ahead of the October election.  It was an opportunity for the major parties to discuss their approaches to a number of key issues for our members and the broader community,” said Mr Moore. 
The Public Health Association of Australia event was sponsored by IT services company Unisys.  
“In our work supporting government departments and agencies we see rising costs, practitioner shortages, ageing assets and a growing and ageing population are just a few of the public health challenges in Australia now. However, we are also in a period of great opportunity, with momentum building across both government and non-government sectors to address key challenges through new approaches and technologies,” said Ms Lee Ward, General Manager for Unisys Outsourcing and Infrastructure Services.    

“We believe it is important for business, government and academia to work together on these issues in consultation with the wider community.  As a result we support public discussion and debate on these important issues and we’re very happy to sponsor this event and hear more about the alternative visions for addressing some of the health challenges within the ACT context,” said Ms Ward.
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