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ά/ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Řŀǘŀ ƻƴ ǎǳƛŎƛŘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘƛǎŜŘ ƛŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ 
understand the extent of the problem and if we are to be able to make 
ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴǎΣέ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ aƻƻǊŜΣ /9h ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǳōƭƛŎ IŜŀƭǘƘ 
Association. 
 
Mr Moore was commenting on an article by Sue Walker, Linping Chen and 
Richard Madden that is published in the Australian New Zealand Journal of 
Public Health. 
 
The researchers raised issues related to the coding of Australian suicide data 
including: 

άω 5ƛǎǇŀǊƛǘȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ 
about accidental or undetermined causes of death 
ω [ŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ way that coronial deaths are reported 
across Australia 
ω [ŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŀ ǎtandard form for police reports 
ω !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŘŜƭŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ 
coronial investigations, and  
ω wŜƭǳŎǘŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻǊƻƴŜǊǎ to report dŜŀǘƘǎ ŀǎ ǎǳƛŎƛŘŜǎέ 

 
Amongst suggestions for improvement to the system the researchers 
suggested άstandardisation in coronial reporting processes and forms, 
potentially with use of a tick box to document intent, would facilitate 
comparability and assist witƘ ǘƘŜ !.{Ωǎ ŎƻŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎέ. 
 
¢ƘŜȅ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǊesearchers and policy makers need to be aware of the 
constraints under which suicide can be reported as such in the official data 
before interpreting time trends.έ 
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