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25 June 2008

Australia needs national strategy on sexual and reproductive health
29 national organisations call for action
12 noon, Thursday 26 June 2008  Parliament House, Canberra,  

Committee room 2S.1

with Prof Terence Hull and supported by Prof Rob Moodie


"The comprehensive approach as in Scandinavia, Holland and Germany gets the results -- lowest rate of teenage pregnancies…HIV and STIs ….and a reduction in the number of teenage abortions.”  Prof Moodie 

"Australia has a long way to catch up. Sexual and reproductive health is a concern for all Australians – men and women, young and old. It is not a disease with a small risk group and a silver bullet…. "  Prof Hull 

International experts in sexual and reproductive health Professor Terence Hull and Prof Rob Moodie believe levels of sexual and reproductive ill-health in Australia are unacceptably high and as a nation, we must do better.  

They are supporting the Public Health Association of Australia (PHAA), Sexual Health and Family Planning Australia (SHFPA) and the Australian Reproductive Health Alliance (ARHA) call for a national strategy, a call endorsed by 26 other national bodies.  These bodies are as diverse as the Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Obstetrics and Gynaecology (RANZCOG), The Country Women’s Association (CWA) and the National Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisation (NACCHO).  

The call for a national strategy on sexual and reproductive health will be launched at a meeting of the Parliamentary Group on Population and Development (PGPD) at noon on Thursday 26 June in Parliament House, Canberra. The PGPD is an all party group of parliamentarians at the Federal and State levels committed to improving the sexual and reproductive health of all in Australia and in our region.  The Chair is Senator Claire Moore.   

According to Senator Moore "We face a range of sexual and reproductive health problems in Australia and so far our approach has been too piecemeal. We need more coordinated action to tackle issues like inadequate access to the full range of available contraceptive methods, rising rates of Chlamydia and too many unplanned pregnancies, to name just three. I am thrilled so many important organisations and respected authorities are committed to the issue," says Senator Moore. 
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Dr Angela Taft, National Co-convener for PHAA’s Women’s Health Group says “Prevention has to be the bedrock of a national approach. We need national leadership on sexual and reproductive health to ensure that interventions address all the inter-related issues. For example, parents and governments are naturally worried by excessive drinking among young people. While there’s anxiety about the associated anti-social behaviour and violence, we should also be concerned about excessive drinking increasing young people’s vulnerability to poor sexual health and unplanned pregnancies.”

President of SH&FPA,  Dr. Devora Lieberman explains its Member Organisations provide a broad range of sexual and reproductive health services to the Australian community, as well as work force and community education programs. "This would be even more effective embedded in a comprehensive national strategy. We need to be able to provide a greater range of contraceptive options combined with evidence based national community education programs, including comprehensive relationships and sexual health education for all young people."

Professor Hull is the John C Caldwell Chair in Population, Health and Development at the Australian National University. "Sweden had a fully fledged reproductive health policy back in 1945.   Australia has a long way to catch up. Sexual and reproductive health is a concern for all Australians – men and women, young and old. It is not a disease with a small risk group and a silver bullet. We need to combine good quality, evidence-based sex education, accessible reproductive health services and an awareness of the wide range of needs across our multi cultural society. That will be best achieved through a comprehensive national strategy," Professor Hull says. 

"We should examine the increasing sexualisation of our national culture," says Dr Rob Moodie, Professor of Global Health at the Nossal Institute for Global Health at the University of Melbourne. “Whether it’s booze (come in a bikini and get free beer), music videos, clothes or ads for internet dating - sex sells. Having sex is promoted but having it safely and healthily isn’t. The comprehensive approach, as in Scandinavia, Holland and Germany gets the results -- lowest rate of teenage pregnancies, no significant changes in the age of first intercourse in 20 years, low rates of HIV and STIs and a reduction in the number of teenage abortions,” he says.  
Information, interviews, copies of the Call to Action:

Jane Singleton (CEO, ARHA) 0411 013 269 or jane@ARHA.org.au .

A background paper is also available at www.phaa.net.au.
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