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PHAA welcomes decriminalisation of abortion but wants more done in prevention
The Public Health Association of Australia (PHAA) today welcomed the removal of abortion from the Crimes Act in Victoria.   

“The Brumby Government is to be congratulated for bringing this important women’s health issue into the 21st century by removing laws which date back to nineteenth century England,” said Jenny Ejlak, Convenor of the PHAA Women’s Health Special Interest Group.
“It is a long overdue recognition that women seeking to terminate a pregnancy are health care consumers, not criminals.  The PHAA has always maintained that criminal law is an inappropriate vehicle for the regulation of abortion and that abortion should be removed from criminal laws and codes in all states and territories.
“Removal of the crime of abortion will help to facilitate increased training of health care professionals, better service planning and most importantly, reduced stigma for women, their partners and the doctors, nurses, counsellors and others who work in this area.
“It is important to remember that abortion does not happen in a vacuum – it should be seen in the context of broader sexual and reproductive health.  The best way to reduce the number of abortions is to reduce the number of unplanned pregnancies – this has always been the primary public health goal in relation to abortion.  It was pleasing to hear during recent debate, several members of parliament expressing a desire to do more to prevent unplanned pregnancy.
“What we need is action, not hand wringing.  Reducing unplanned pregnancy is a complex challenge requiring all levels of government, non-government organisations and the community to work together.
“I encourage all Members of the Victorian Parliament to carefully consider the information and ideas and to work in cooperation with other states and territories and the Federal Government to improve sexual and reproductive health outcomes across the country, including the reduction of unplanned pregnancies, therefore reducing the number of abortions,” said Ms Ejlak.
For more information contact:   
Jenny Ejlak, Convenor, PHAA Women’s Health Special Interest Group

0439 435 560
Resources:
PHAA Policy and Fact Sheets on Abortion:  
http://www.phaa.net.au/factsheets.php   
Call to action for a National Sexual and Reproductive Health Strategy: 

http://www.phaa.net.au//documents/SRH_call_to_action.pdf   
Time for a National Sexual and Reproductive Health Strategy for Australia: Background Paper February 2008:
http://www.phaa.net.au//documents/SRH_background_paper.pdf   

A list of organisations supporting the call to action:

http://www.phaa.net.au//documents/SRHStrategyCallendorseesandogos.pdf  
