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Spending on Indigenous Health —time to get the focus right
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according to Professor Mike Daube, President of the Public Healtitiagen. Prof Daube

was referring to the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare Report on Indigenous health
spending released today (29 Feb).
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requires an apppriate increase in expenditure and secondly, it requires the right balance
of preventive and primary health care. These should be carefully coordinated along with
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GD2GSNYYSyYy (i MimaddhgaRcardidl®godd gtart. There is no doubt that we

need appropriate levels of access to GPs and community nurses if we are to see

improvements in the morbidity and mortality statistics. However, wellness is dependent on
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CPI. With a new gouwement and a new attitude to public health the opportunity exists for
specifically directed affirmative health action to bring indigenous health on to a par with
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Public health includes a breadth of social, socioeconomic, raljtenvironmental and

individual conditions which impact on the health of the population. It encompasses all the
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housing,immunisationand effective education are bi@gsand important public health

initiatives, greatly contributing to tackling preventive diseases. Access to clean water alone

goes a long way to fighting disease, improving health and transforming lives.
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concluded.
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Contact: Michael Moore 0417 249 731(m) 02 6247 2304 (h)mmoore@phaa.net.au

The Public Health Association of Australia is a non-party-political organisation with a membership drawn
from more than 40 health-related professions. The Association makes a major contribution to health policy
in Australia and has branches in every State and Territory. www.phaa.net.au
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