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Governments censor public health information
CEO of the Public Health Association of Australia, Michael Moore, has strongly criticised
government suppression of academic information and research in the field of public health.

The Medical Observetas today used a front page story to review an article on censorship of
academic research. The original article was published in the Australian and New Zealand
Journal of Public Health

The article identifies the shocking practice of bureaucratic and political censorship of public
health research is being applied to publications that ought to be available to the Australian
public.
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Population Health at the University of Western Australia, found that not one state or territory
in Australia was exempt from the practice of suppressing public health information. The
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health research in a move to conceal embarrassing information.
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reach the public is simply undemocratic. How can the public understand the importance of
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The report was based on a 2006 survey that was issued to over 300 academics across 17
institutions. Since 2001, 142 acts of suppression were carried out with 85 of these personally
experienced by Australian public health researchers. Government agencies were reported as
successful in hindering or preventing research publications 87% of the time whilst affecting the
entire research process. Researchers deem this a result of their work focusing primarily on the
downfalls in health services, and the attention brought to environmental health risks and the
health status of vulnerable groups.

Academics joined by the Public Health Association of Australia are calling for change.
Measures need to be invoked in order to maintain the reliability of public health research
undertaken with government involvement.
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no doubt that better, more open decisions will be made where full, unsanitised information is
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For further information pleas e contact:
Michael Moore 0417 249 731(m) 02 6247 2304 (mmoore@phaa.net.au

The Public Health Association of Australia is a neparty-political organisation with a membership
drawn from more than 40 hd¢h-related professions. The Association makes a major contribution to
health policy in Australia and has branches in every State and Territory. www.phaa.net.au
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