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FOCUS ON INDIGENOUS AUSTRALIANS FOR WORLD NO TOBACCO DAY
The Public Health Association of Australia is calling on governments across the nation to work together with Indigenous organisations and communities to address smoking rates among Indigenous Australians on the eve of World No Tobacco Day this Saturday.
“According to recent research, tobacco smoking was the leading cause of the burden of disease and injury for Indigenous Australians in 2003, accounting for about 12% of the total disease burden and 20% of all deaths.  Tobacco smoking is killing Indigenous Australians at a disproportionate rate and this must be stopped,” explained Michael Moore, Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the Association.
“In 2004-05, half of the adult Indigenous population were current daily (or regular) smokers.  While smoking rates decreased for the total Australian population in the ten years leading up to 2004-05, smoking rates in the Indigenous population didn’t go down.

“Even more disturbing, around one in ten Indigenous adults who were current daily smokers or ex-smokers had begun smoking regularly before they turned 13 years old.  Of that same current daily smokers or ex-smokers group, a full two-thirds had begun smoking regularly before they turned 18 years old.  

“Given the youth-focussed theme of World No Tobacco Day this year, I think these high rates of smoking among Indigenous children are particularly relevant.  Smoking has also been estimated to be responsible for just under a fifth of the life expectancy gap between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians.
“The Australian Government announced an investment of $14.5 million over four years in this year’s Budget for an Indigenous Tobacco Control Initiative to help tackle high rates of smoking in Indigenous communities.  The Public Health Association of Australia welcomes this investment and is encouraging State and Territory governments to work with the Commonwealth to develop strategies in consultation with communities to reduce high rates of smoking among Indigenous Australians,” said Mr Moore.
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