[image: image1.jpg]Public Health Association

AUSTRALIA



[image: image1.jpg]

MEDIA ALERT: DOORSTOP
Distillers’ Distortions
Public Health Association of Australia to reply on ‘alcopops’
Where:
Press Boxes
When:
Monday 28 July 2008
Time:
2.00pm
Michael Moore, Chief Executive Officer of the Public Health Association of Australia, will be on hand to respond to the distillers’ distortion into ‘alcopops’.  As one example, “Everyone knows that seasonal factors affect drinking – people are more likely to drink spirits rather than beer in winter.  We will need to examine these figures against trends over a period of time rather than jumping to convenient conclusions.”
“As another example, the distillers have been heavily promoting spirits and the PHAA President has challenged them to reveal their expenditure on such promotional campaigns”.
“The tax on alcopops is an appropriate first step towards volumetric taxation – taxing according to the content of alcohol rather than the type of beverage,” he said.
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