[image: image1.jpg]Public Health Association

AUSTRALIA



[image: image2.jpg]




[image: image2.jpg]

ACT MLAs URGED TO PUT KIDS BEFORE BIG TOBACCO 

The Public Health Association of Australia (PHAA) has written to all ACT Members of the Legislative Assembly urging them to support the Gallagher legislation banning the display of tobacco products and other smoking restrictions.  There are concerns about a tobacco industry campaign to resist the legislation in the ACT as has occurred with similar legislation in NSW.
The letter to the ACT MLAs follows a unanimous motion at the AGM of the NSW Branch of the PHAA last week supporting a motion calling on the government of NSW to protect young people by resisting similar tobacco industry lobbying.  The PHAA NSW Branch wrote to all Ministers in that State.
“There are good reasons why our Association has long pursued policies that are aimed at reducing the use of tobacco,” according to PHAA CEO and former ACT Health Minister, Michael Moore, who said “tobacco remains the single most preventable cause of disease and death.”

“Australia has been a world leader in reducing smoking,” he added “because governments across Australia have resisted lobbying from big tobacco.  However, there is a long way to go and the industry is desperate to retain its market.”

Katy Gallagher, the Minister for Health should be congratulated on the initiative by her colleagues and other MLAs and should receive full support from each and every one of them.  “This is a contest between the health of so many Australians and companies providing a product that kills one in two users.”

“The evidence is overwhelming.  86% of NSW adults are non-smokers and it is now especially important to protect our kids from any method of promoting cigarettes.  Headway against tobacco use is being made – this is not the time to back off,” he added.

According to PHAA CEO Michael Moore “The ACT Assembly faces a clear choice - either support the prevention of cancer, heart disease and chronic illness or allow the tobacco industry to continue promoting their lethal products”.
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