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UNDER EMBARGO UNTIL 6AM ON WEDNESDAY 6 AUGUST 2008
CHRONIC DISEASE AND KIDNEY FAILURE: NEW FINDINGS UNDERLINE INDIGENOUS HEALTH CRISIS
Indigenous Australians are facing shocking rates of chronic disease and kidney failure according to research findings being released today by the Public Health Association of Australia.

“Rates of end-stage kidney failure are 8-10 fold greater for Indigenous people than for other Australians.  The most recent results also indicate that there is considerable under-diagnosis of preventable chronic diseases in Northern Territory Aboriginal communities,” explained Michael Moore, Chief Executive Officer of the Association.

“With rates of end-stage kidney failure, the differential between Indigenous and non-Indigenous outcomes grows to 15 fold by the age of 50 years, and the situation is even worse for Indigenous Australians in some remote communities.  Because of the difficulties of delivering effective treatment, particularly for patients in remote Australia, outcomes have been consistently worse for Indigenous patients.  On average the five year survival rate for Indigenous patients was 60%, compared to 80% for non-Indigenous patients.
“Focussing on initiatives designed to prevent these outcomes is essential.  Research findings published today in the Australian and New Zealand Journal of Public Health indicate that much more kidney disease can be prevented by improvements in the social circumstances of Aboriginal people. 
“Last week the Close the Gap coalition outlined a set of national Indigenous health equality targets and called for an additional $500 million in funding per year to close the 17-year life expectancy gap between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians.  These latest research findings certainly seem to indicate that there is a fair way to go in terms of addressing intergenerational disadvantage and resultant inequitable health outcomes,” said Mr Moore.
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