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Letter sent to Premier NSW, Minister of Health NSW, Verity Firth and other NSW Ministers
25 July 2008

Tobacco – Please support legislation that restricts display 

Dear Minister,

The Public Health Association of Australia (PHAA) calls for your support in Cabinet to counter lobbying by tobacco interests with regard to the tobacco display legislation being presented by the Hon Verity Firth, Minister Assisting the Minister of Health (Cancer).


Tobacco is still the number one cause of preventable morbidity and mortality.  Australia has been a world leader in reducing smoking but there are still important inroads that need to be made.

The Hon Verity Firth should be congratulated on the initiative by her colleagues and should receive full support from each and every one of them.  This is a contest between the health of so many Australians and companies providing a product that kills one in two of its regular users. The evidence is overwhelming.  86% of NSW adults are non-smokers and it is now especially important to protect our kids from any method of promoting cigarettes.  Headway against tobacco use is being made – this is not the time to back off.

The NSW Cabinet faces a clear choice - either support the prevention of cancer, heart disease and chronic illness or allow the tobacco industry to continue to promote their lethal products.

We look forward to your support on this important health issue.

Yours sincerely

Dr Brad Forssman

Spokesperson

NSW Branch PHAA
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