SIGIH AGM Minutes 2008 15 Oct.doc

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP FOR INTERNATIONAL HEALTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

MINUTES 

Date: 2PM, 16 October 2008

Attendees: Jaya Earnest, Anna Whalen, Kerri Viney, Sarah Potter, Krishna Hort, Jenny Jamieson, Elizabeth Rohwedder, Peter Vanderwal, Miyuki Harui
Apologies: Maxine Whitaker, Helen Bradley, Glenda Trevaskis, Meagan Morrison.
Chair:  Peter Vanderwal, SIGIH co-convener 

Minutes taker: Miyuki Harui, SIGIH co-convener
Meeting followed by the Agenda 
· Minutes of last AGM 
· a SIGIH meeting on 8 July 2008 at the Population conference approved the last AGM minutes that SIGIH AGM on 24 September 2007 by Maxine Whitaker.

· The AGM attendees accepted the approval.

· Co-conveners report

1. Involvement in Branch and SIG teleconferences
· Co-conveners attended at all bi-monthly SIG meetings, and 
· reported SIGIH activities
· Participated discussion on policy revisions, advocacies, & Annual/population health congress preparations etc.

· the contents of agenda/minutes informed to SIGIH committees 
· only absent from the last SIG meeting held on 2nd October.
2. People’s Health Assembly support
· this year donated AUD1000 to assist an individual attend the People’s Health Assembly – will follow up on report
3. Yakkum Bali support

· this year donated AUD1200 to Yakkum Bali 
· Anna provided the Report on YAKKUM Bali – June 2007, with 2007 Funding Report for SHARE/PHA. SIGIH co-conveners received the reports on 16/10/2008 and will circulate to all SIGIH members
· Anna will follow up to get multimedia publications on Yakkum Bali’s work (CD/DVD) for uploading to PHAA web.
4. Communication with SIGIH members

· Discussed needs for more communication with SIGIH members, 

· Suggested to SIGIH convener/committees more e-mailing to the members, and regular update information on website (agreed 3 monthly)
· A course-themed communiqué will be provided for courses taking place early next year

· Additionally, requested more frequency on ad hoc bases, when information are value to SIGIH members 

· The communication system & plan will be drafted, and it should be started from this pre- Christmas.
5. Congress papers and posters

· In Feb 2008, Conveners specially called SIGIH members for IH papers for Setting up International Health Sessions on the PHAA congress 

· The congress committee received over 35 papers.  As a result, IH paper presentations earned three blocks that carried on one each afternoons during the congress. The SIGIH greatly appreciated SIGIH members contributions. A strong International Health focus was apparent at the Congress. 
6. Congress submission review

· Acknowledged Jane Thomason, Anna Whelan, Maxine Whitaker and Kerri Viney for the paper reviews 
7. ISSS participants for IH Session on the Population Health Congress 

· AusAID has supported10 candidates from 6 countries in Asia Pacific region (budget $ 35,366.10 and the expenditure was $28,884.79. The balance $ 6,481.31 returned to AusAID with the reports.)
· The IH delegates contributed significantly on the IH session held on 7 July 2008
· There were 120 people in the audience in the session room and actively  participated at floor discussion after the presentations 
· Maxine is in communication with Jeanne Daley, ANZJPH Editor regarding publishing this IH session in the Journal. The IH session presentations and reports need to be combined.

· The ISSS session reported on In-touch vol27, issued on 7 August 2008. (available on PHAA website http://www.phaa.net.au/documents/August08.pdf) 
8. Regional Public Health Association

· A breakfast meeting held with  IH delegates and SIGIH committees for making network and strengthening the public health associations in IH delegates’ countries on 8 July (funded by JTA)
· Public Health Associations found in PNG, Fiji, Vietnam, and Cambodia. 
· Strong discussion on having a regional public health network connection
· Keeping communication with the key persons of the association, and supporting them for literature reviews, accreditation 
· Need further discussion to develop strategic plan for regional network (eg. a possibility this will be run by  PHAA but not only by SIGIH, how to seek funding, area/ scope of support)

9. Australian Society for International Health 

· Discussed about international public health professionals do not have their own association outside of the PHAA SIGIH. Some discussion around re branding the SIGIH as something along the lines of a Society using the model of branches of learned colleges. 
· Currently SIGIH works for focusing on domestic policy reviews. We need to identify IH activities.

· Also discussed possibility to split from PHAA eg like cases in USA, Canada. However, the question is that whether there is enough capacity to sustain if it independent from PHAA? Anna suggested to sight at Canadian IH society website that gives us some idea where SIGIH should be in future.
· Agreed upon changing towards ‘Australian Society of International Health, ASIH’ from SIGIH. This proposal was presented to SIG PHAA. Michael Moore, CEO-PHAA noted the proposal and intends to assess the capacity for this move within the framework of the constitution.
· Kris questioned that there is some risk to disengage from SIGs –PHAA, and need to hold open discussion with SIGIH members broadly.
· Next steps are to organise an open discussion to members identifying future status & purpose of the ASIH
10. Nominations and elections of national coordinators and committee member 
· No nomination received before the AGM.

· Conveners: Attendees agreed that current co-conveners, Peter & Miyuki keep taking the role in period of Oct 2008 - Sep 2009. However, the position should be handed over to other members in next year. 
· Committee members are selected as:

WA - Jaya Earnest, NSW - Anna Whelan, VIC – Kris Hort. Calling for State Representatives from SA, NT, and Tasmania, at this stage Miyuki and Peter will also represent Queensland.
11. Policy review  in 2008
All policies due by July 2008 were reviewed following as:
· Destruction of the Smallpox Virus : reviewed & revised by Miyuki Harui, JTA & Daniel Tarantolam, University of NSW

· Landmines reviewed & revised by Jaya Earnest & & Jo Durham, Curtin University 
· PBS and the Australian-United States of America Free Trade Agreement; and Trade Agreements in Health were done by Doug Welch from the Political Economy of Health SIG
· Asylum Seekers- Mandatory Detention, although it is due for review in 2008, it deferred the review of that policy until the 2009 policy review process because of given events at the national level by current government. 
12. 2008/2009 plans 
· Communication plan providing frequent information 

· Developing National & international networking, particularly driving the Regional Public Health Network
· Further debate for future SIGIH direction including renaming “ Australian Society for International Health” in PHAA

13. others 

Some information provided by the participants as:

· abstract submission due by this Friday 17 Oct 2008 regarding to World Public Health congress in July 2009, in Turkey,
· the Nossal Global Health forum will be on November 20 in Melbourne re: health system & role of health financing, and disability in development 

· ‘Just One World Forum’ organised by AusAID, world vision and other two institutes will give a session about MDGs in near future 

· The Global Health Conference 2009 by the Australian Medical Students Association (AMSA), will be held in Brisbane 
· Some useful training courses run by Curtin university etc 
 These information will be published/circulated to all SIGIH members 
· Financial report
258 members, 82 financial as of July/August 2008:
	Income 
	

	SIG Membership
	$ 1,345.41

	 SIG’s –Workshop Income 
	$527.28

	SIG carried Forward Income 
	$9,861.46

	Total Income 
	$11,734.15

	
	

	Expenses 
	

	SIG- meeting  
	$2,095.00

	SIGs Donations
	$1,200.00

	SIG’s Scholarships/Sponsorship
	$1,000.00

	SIGs Teleconference 
	$439.13

	Total Expenses 
	$4,734.13

	
	

	Net Profit (Loss)
	$7,000.02


· May add more income from membership and this AGM teleconference cost will be deducted from the balance in September/ October.
· Anna commented to keep spending the finance wisely & fairly, and also to be considered wide range of benefit to SIGIH members.
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