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Welcome to the holiday TIMES and all the very best for the festive season.
I feel the OHSIG has had a very good year even though so much remains in the ‘to do’ basket. Guessing that everyone’s busily trying to get a few items crossed off that you can’t leave or face returning to next year.  We’re with you!

We’ve got a couple of welcome updates below from some of our S&T OHSIG reps and notification of  National Standards in Dentistry project but otherwise a deliberately lean TIMES to leave you a little more time for taking it easy if you can be so lucky.

Seasons greetings from NSW. 2008 has been a busy year for the Centre
for Oral Health Strategy. NSW continues to focus on prevention and early
intervention by:
Consolidating and expanding the Early Childhood Oral Health Program, 
Developing and piloting innovative programs through the NSW Oral Health
Promotion Demonstration Grants Scheme,
Continuing to take a proactive approach to water fluoridation. The
percentage of the NSW population with access to fluoridated water supply
has increased from 90% in 2004 to 94% in 2008.

A major highlight for 2008 was the granting of private practice rights
for Dental Therapists, bringing NSW into line with other
states/territories of Australia. NSW also created legislation that
allows oral health therapists to be registered as such through a single
registration process. In addition, new Dental Awards were gazetted with
salary enhancements for dental clinicians that will increase the
capacity of the public sector to attract and retain staff. 

'Big ticket' items for 2009 include:
Data from the Child Dental Survey 2007 will be published in the NSW
Public Health Bulletin, 
Continuing progress will be made towards a 2012 target which will see
98% of the population having access to fluoridated water,
A 'Teen Survey' is planned to provide up to date information on the
oral health of teenagers in NSW,
Oral Health Promotion will focus on Aboriginal Communities, Special Needs and Older People.
Cheers, Claire Phelan
The SA Dental Service has been awarded a Premier’s Award for Improving Health and Well Being. It is the second year that we have won an award in this category and the only health organisation to ever win.  We are very proud that we have been able to promote the importance of oral health through these awards.  In 2007 the award was for our Aged Care Oral health Initiatives and in 2008 for the Relative Needs Index a computer assisted triage tool.  This triaging process has been responsible for an additional 16,000 clients being able to access general dental care.

Health promotion initiatives have been very successful. Over 600 children under 5 years of age have been referred to dental services through the ‘lift the lip’ program.  Almost all adult clinics are running the smoking cessation brief intervention program and we are about to start the roll out of Crunch and Sip ( a set fruit and vegetable break and water as the drink of choice) in schools.  In addition the Aboriginal Liaison Project has been responsible for increasing attendance of Aboriginal people at mainstream dental clinics.

We are looking forward to resolving the issues around the Commonwealth Dental Health Program and getting into 2009 with additional funds to spend on improving oral health.

Cheers, Chris Morris

I will have some news from WA in the new year - but bit too early to pre-empt these things - Jan/Feb better.
 Have a wonderful Xmas
Linda Slack-Smith

Alasdair Malcolm has kindly agreed to be the Queensland rep. Thanks Al. Hope you enjoy it. 
The NT has had a big year in health with the Australian Government Intervention continuing amid conflicting views on its appropriateness and value. Perhaps the biggest overall reform has been the “Pathways to Community Control” agreement on Indigenous Primary Health Care which comes in Phase 3 of the Intervention. The results of the just completed two year project “Strong Teeth for Little Kids” run by the Menzies School of Health Research and ARCPOH with assistance from NT Health will be eagerly awaited next year. Last month the Oral Health Services-NT held a successful multisectoral workshop to promote of its first ever Oral Health Promotion Plan which should auger well for future activities. Plenty happening in the NT too!
Bruce Simmons

Finally, I received yesterday the following letter from the National Standards in Dentistry Project project officer, Sally Marshall. You might be interested to read the letter and the details of the project. If you have ideas or are interested in contributing to a submission from the OHSIG please email me.
National Standards in Dentistry Project
Address:

C/- Dental Practice Board of Victoria

PO Box 7050

St Kilda Road VIC 8004

Email:

office@dentprac,vic.gov.au

18 December 2008

Dr Bruce Simmons

Convenor, Oral Health Special Interest Group

Public Health Association Australia

By email: bruce.simmons@ozemail.com.au

Dear Dr Simmons

CONSULTATION ON DEVELOPING NATIONAL STANDARDS IN DENTISTRY

We are writing to you on behalf of the Dental Boards of Australia to introduce a project to

develop a set of national standards in dentistry and to ask for your input to the development of

those standards.

Introduction

By way of background, at its annual conference held in August 2008, the Presidents and

Registrars of the Dental Boards of Australia and New Zealand decided that in the context of

national registration it was timely to develop national standards in dentistry for consideration by

the Dental Board of Australia when it is established.

Consequently, the Boards, in collaboration with the Australian Dental Council, are taking the

lead to co-ordinate the development of these standards.

The project

We have set up a working group (made up of the Registrars of the Australian and New Zealand

Dental Boards, a dentist member of a Board, and representatives from the Australian Dental

Council (ADC) and Council of Regulating Authorities for Dental Technicians and Dental

Prosthetists Australia and New Zealand (CORA)) which will run the National Standards in

Dentistry Project. This project will gather the views of stakeholders via a series of public

consultation phases. A project officer (Sally Marshall) will oversee the consultation on behalf of

the working group and co-ordinate the drafting of the standards based on the information

collected during the consultation phases. The public consultations will be hosted on the Dental

Practice Board of Victoria’s website. (The enclosed discussion paper provides more information

about the process of arriving at the standards).

First request for comment

Your comments on the issues raised in the enclosed paper are now invited. If you know of any

other person, affiliate or organization you think should contribute to the process of consultation,

could you please make them aware of the project. Additional copies of the consultation paper

can be obtained from http://www.dentprac.vic.gov.au. The closing date for responses is Friday

27 February 2009.

We are mindful of the demands that the change to national registration and accreditation will

make on your time and we do appreciate your involvement in this project which we hope you

will see as an important one. We look forward to receiving your feedback during the

consultation periods.

Yours sincerely

DR SUSAN GAFFNEY                                     DR JOHN LOCKWOOD

President, Australian Dental Council            President, Dental Board of NSW
Thanks to everyone for your contributions and encouragement through the year including the invaluable PHAA secretariat!
Final good cheer for 2008, well done everybody for a magnificent effort and all the very  best for 2009!!! Though HOPEFULLY no need to think about it just yet.
Bruce Simmons   Oral Health SIG Convenor 

 Alice Springs 08 89521802

