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Introduction

The 2007-2008 year has seen significant developments that auger well for health promotion in Australia. Nationally the new Government has shown an encouraging commitment to public health with a special emphasis on prevention e.g. via its interest in the obesity and alcohol issues.  PHAA nationally is undergoing a transformation under the leadership of its new CEO with excellent advocacy being undertaken.  In WA the State Government has re-established a Public Health Division after a major decline in health promotion activity by the Department. 
Committee

National Convenor: 
Peter Howat

Committee:  Alexandra Devine (Thomson); Helen Nikolas; Robyn Bowcock; Carmel Williams; Sharon Bonython-Ericson; Sophia Leon de la Barra;  Helen Ashwell; Richard Franklin; 
Secretary (Minutes) – Helen Nikolas

Student Membership coordinator – Sophia

Policy Coordinator – Peter + Sophia 
Link with Injury Prevention SIG - Richard
Communication

Bi-monthly teleconferences (difficulty getting times when a quorum was available)
Emails to members
Health policy and advocacy 

Policy development/revisions 

· Hepatitis C control
· Hepatitis B vaccination



· Alcohol


· Tobacco control
· Sustainable population policy – Current collaboration with EH SIG (ongoing)
Many thanks to members who contributed to re-writing these policy documents. 
Submissions involving PHAA HPSIG

· Submission to the Inquiry into the Alcohol Toll Reduction Bill 2007.  

· Submission to the Inquiry into Ready-to-Drink Alcohol Beverages

· Submission to the Inquiry Poker Machine Harm Reduction Tax Bill 2008

· Submission to the Inquiry into Obesity in Australia

· The NHMRC Review of Public Health Research

Other policy activities involving PHAA HPSIG

· Alcohol Forum in WA, August , 2008  

· Obesity Forum in WA, August 21, 2008  
In addition, the Convenor has written numerous letters to politicians (both State and National) and letters to the newspapers on issues relevant to health promotion. 
Liaison with other Professional Associations
Members have continued collaboration with State branches of PHAA and AHPA, and with IUHPE SW Pacific Regional Committee.  In some States eg WA collaborations have been undertaken on the professional development program and with advocacy.   
AHPA National Conference in Perth May 2009.

PH represents PHAA and IUHPE SW Regional Committee on the Program committee. 
Student membership

Members of the HP SIG Committee supported a reduction in the PHAA student registration fee, which has seen a sharp rise in student memberships.

Liaison with national office
Regular SIG Convenors’ teleconference

Thanks to the committee, staff in the Canberra Office and members who all contributed to activities during the year.  

Peter Howat

National Convenor

PHAA Health Promotion SIG 

22 Sept 2008
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