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FEDERAL BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS 

 
Focus on Prevention 
The National Preventive Health Strategy will 
initially focus on tobacco, alcohol and 
obesity: 
ω $53.5M for National Binge Drinking 

Strategy; 
ω $15M for anti-tobacco initiatives; 

and 
ω $4.5M over 5 years for guidelines 

on nutrition and physical activity for 
early childhood. 

 
Child and Maternal Health 
ω $25.6M over four years for health 

checks for all 4 year-olds; and 
ω $55M over 5 years for Perinatal 

Depression screening. 
 
Indigenous Health 
ω $101.5M for maternal and child 

health services; 
ω $49.3M over four years to improve 

access to drug and alcohol services, 
including residential treatment and 
rehabilitation;  

ω $14.5M over four years for the 
Indigenous Tobacco Control 
Initiative; and 

ω $15.7M over four years to reunite 
Stolen Generations families through 
Bring Them Home and Link-Up 
services. 

 
Health and Hospitals Infrastructure 
ω $10 billion for the Health and 

Hospitals Fund to support future 
health infrastructure projects 
(allocated from 07-08 and 08-09 
Budget surpluses). 

 
 
Bowel Cancer Screening 
ω $87.4M over three years for free 

bowel cancer screening for 
Australians turning 50 between 
2008-10. 

 
Dental Health 
ω $290M over three years for 

additional consultations and 
treatments under the 
Commonwealth Dental Health 
Program (to reduce waiting times); 
and 

ω $490.7M over five years for teenage 
dental health initiatives, including 
an annual preventative dental 
check for teenagers in families 
eligible for Family Tax Benefit A, 
Youth Allowance or Abstudy. 

 
GP Super Clinics 
ω $275.2M over five years for 31 GP 

Super Clinics across Australia ς 
bringing together GPs, nurses, allied 
health professionals, specialists and 
other health care providers 
according to local needs. 

 
Australian Health Care Agreements 08-09 
ω The current AHCAs will be extended 

for 12 months with an extra $1 
billion for public hospitals. 

 
Overall Public Health Association Response 
The Public Health Association of Australia 
(PHAA) has welcomed the clear support for 
prevention in the Budget.  ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ 
welcome signals that the Government is 
serious about prevention, which must 
ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ Professor 
Mike Daube, President of the Association. 
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άWe welcome the specific funding 
announced for preventive programs in 
areas such as Indigenous health, mental 
health, tobacco, screening and binge 
drinking, as important down payments on 
ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘǎΦέ 
 
άWe are encouraged by the continuing 
commitments in the budget papers to 
devote a proportion of the anticipated $3.1 
billion revenue over four years from 
άReady-To-5Ǌƛƴƪέ όwTD) beverages to the 
National Preventive Health Strategy.έ 
 
άWe will press for continuing increases in 
ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΦέ 
 
ά²Ŝ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ w¢5 
revenue during the coming years. There is 
now a clear challenge for all in public 
health, but particularly the new 
Preventative Health Taskforce, to develop 
programs and proposals that can be funded 
ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ tǊƻŦ 5ŀǳōŜΦ   

(From PHAA Press Release) 
 
FEDERAL BUDGET DISAPPOINTMENTS 
Practice Incentives Program 
ω $110.7M over five years gone. No 

new eHealth incentive money for 
GPs; 

ω $83.7M over 5 years gone ς 
removal of the GP Immunisation 
Service Incentive Payment. 

 
Drug Prevention 
ω $9.7M over 5 years gone ς scrapped 

an advertising and info campaign on 
links between illicit drugs and 
mental illness; and 

ω $4M over 5 years gone from the 
National Psycho-stimulant Initiative. 

 

WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING ABOUT IT 
 
Australian Medical Association 
The President of the AMA, Dr Rosanna 
Capolingua, has said she is pleased to see 
health has been relatively spared any cuts in 
the Budget. 
 
However, the AMA has been critical of 
some aspects of the Budget affecting 
private health insurance. 
 
Australian General Practice Network 
AGPN Chair, Dr Tony Hobbs, has been 
critical of the $10 billion Health and 
Hospitals Fund, saying he would rather the 
funding was directed at keeping Australians 
out of hospital.   
 
He has welcomed the additional funding for 
preventive health in the Budget. 
 
Rural Doctors Association of Australia 
The President of the RDAA, Dr Peter 
Rischbieth, has said that very little 
ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ άƎŜǘ 
ǊǳǊŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦŦ ƭƛŦŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘέ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ 
the number of health professionals in rural 
and remote areas. 
 
Australian Council of Social Services  
The head of ACOSS, Lin Hatfield-Dodds, has 
said the Budget will make a positive 
difference for disadvantaged Australians.   
 
National Welfare Rights Network 
The President of the NWRN, Michael Raper, 
has said it was ŀ άƎƻƻŘ ōǳŘƎŜǘέΦ  IŜ Ƙŀǎ 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŀǇǇƭŀǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ 
ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǳǇǎƛŘŜ 
Řƻǿƴέ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎΦ 


