

Emission Targets Not Enough

Kevin Rudd will decide on Australia's 2020 target to reduce carbon pollution by the end of December. We call on him to demonstrate the leadership that is needed to protect Australian society and its environment and set targets in the order of 20 to 25%.

 

The world's scientists are suggesting the need to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions to between 20 and 50% of 2000 levels by 2020 to have any hope of achieving end of century targets in the 80 to 90% range. Such reductions in carbon emissions are needed in order to limit temperature increases to less than 3 degrees centigrade. To minimise the risks of precipitating catastrophic warming, Ross Garnaut's 10% is seriously insufficient.

 

Garnaut seems to be pitching to what is politically expedient rather than what the world needs. To protect humanity and preserve complex industrial society we need targets based on the science not political expediency.

Cowering to industry is short sighted, as the long term economic damage and social upheaval caused by insufficient action will far outweigh the present costs.

For Australia to take its place at international forums with any credibility we need to have set scientifically responsible targets for ourselves. Any chance of taking a leadership role will be lost if Australia does not take global warming seriously.

 

Australian industry is waging a scare campaign. For ten years they have seen the need to reduce carbon emissions coming. That they did not and are now going to find the change tough is poor management. The Australian people should not have to suffer the consequences of their inaction nor of the previous government's poor leadership.
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