Public Health Association of Australia Women’s Health Special Interest Group
Minutes of 2007 Annual General Meeting

Held in Alice Springs on the  23rd of September following a WHSIG workshop on sexual and reproductive health.

Present: Angela Taft, Rhonda Small, Kerryn O’Rourke, Judy Straton, Alison Rutherford, Chris Richards, Bridgid Coombe
Apologies: Catherine Mackenzie, Chris Morris, Stephanie Brown, Jenny Ejlak, Anna Whelan, Maxine Whittaker and Lisa Amir
Minutes: Angela
Judy Straton to be added to the list of those attending the previous AGM.
The minutes were accepted.
Moved: Judy Straton. 

Seconded Kerryn O’Rourke.

Financial report: 
Workshop raised $741, carryover $215. 
Previous funds $3620

Expenses $2386

Current balance $1200

$5000 (should have been $2000-AT) from ARHA does not appear in account.

Moved Alison R, Seconded Judy Straton

Convenors Report

As reported at the workshop, the major focus of the year has been the development, writing and printing of the Background and Summary papers of the Framework for a Sexual and Reproductive Health Strategy. Formal thanks were made to Kerryn O’Rourke for her work on these papers. This had been presented to and supported by the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Population and Development, who had offered to support the launch in 2008. 

In addition, the WHSIG has written submissions and made presentations to the Pregnancy Counselling (Angela Taft) and Breastfeeding Senate (Lisa Amir and Deb Hector) Inquiries. 

Policy Updates:

Thanks to Lisa Amir and Deb Hector for their work on the Breastfeeding policy and Position paper.
The PCOS policy renewed. Need to revise Domestic/Family Violence and Lesbian Health policies.

Womenspeak.

Currently has a strong focus on Indigenous Women’s support and involvement.

WHSIG to support the Maternity Leave policies of the National Foundation for Australian Women.

WHSIG Bulletin
We circulated one.
Nomination of Officers

No nominations received. Those present agreed the following self-nominations. 
WA: Judy Straton
NSW. Chris Richards

SA. Bridgid Coombe

Vic. Danielle Mazza

Kerryn O’ Rourke joined the National Committee.
Gaps in Queensland (as Maxine Whittaker has moved to PNG), Tas and NT.

Alison Rutherford will attend the NSW Womenspeak meeting, but will be limited in involvement as she is having a baby.

Priorities and Workplan: 

Agreed to continue focus on advocacy around Sexual and Reproductive Health.
